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Newsletter 
14th November 2025- Issue No. 9 

Core Values: Compassion, Enthusiasm, Cooperation, Determination, Respect 
 

Message from the Co-Headteachers… 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been a very busy week at Caversham Primary School! We were delighted to welcome 

parents into school, both in person and virtually, to meet with teachers for our Autumn Term 

Parents’ Evenings. These are such a valuable part of the home- school relationship and a great 

opportunity to find out how your child is doing at school. Teachers really enjoy sharing your child’s 

successes with you and working together to support your child to achieve the very best that they 

can. We are grateful for the very high levels of engagement from parents. This has such a positive 

impact on the children’s experiences at school. 

On Tuesday 11th November, pupils and staff came together to mark Remembrance Day. 

All pupils from Reception to Year 6 observed the silence standing together in their class 

groups on the playground. It was a special moment of respect and reflection and we are 

incredibly proud of the way that our pupils took part.  

We also marked Children in Need Day 2025 with the school a rainbow of colour today! It definitely 

brightened the day with such grey skies! Thank you for your support.  

Our school tours for prospective parents for September 2026 continued this week. We love being 

able to show off our busy, vibrant school to visitors! Talking about the wonderful learning and 

opportunities that our pupils have, and seeing the calm, productive and happy classrooms reminds 

us of what a special place Caversham Primary School is.  

This week we’ve been reflecting on our school motto of ‘Learning for Life’ 

and considering what it means to be a lifelong learner. We believe that a 

key part of our role in a child’s life is to prepare them for the next stage in their journey, whether 

that is simply from one day to the next, moving from Reception to Year 1, from the infants to the 

juniors or preparing to make the transition from Year 6 to secondary school. We work hard to 

ensure that our pupils are set up to succeed and have every opportunity to thrive academically, 

socially and emotionally. But we also know that it is really important that we give our children the 

tools and strategies that they need to overcome challenges, develop resilience and become 

independent problem solvers. It is human nature, as adults, to want to protect our children from 

disappointment or upset and to want to ‘fix’ everything for them. But it’s important that our children 

know that when things don’t go as planned, those feelings are ok, can be worked through and are 

a normal part of growing up! Equipping our pupils with the skills and attitudes to take responsibility 

for their actions, keep trying when things feel difficult or go wrong, and teaching them ways to 

resolve challenges themselves is a crucial part of educating them to become successful, 

confident, responsible and caring citizens. 

We hope that all of our pupils and families have a lovely weekend. We’re already looking forward 

to seeing you again next week!      Mrs Grover & Mrs Jones-King      Co-Headteachers 
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Caversham Primary is a Rights Respecting School. 

RIGHT OF THE WEEK: Article 38 You have the right to protection and freedom from war. 

 

 

ACCEPTABLE PARENT/ CARER BEHAVIOUR EXPECTATIONS 

At Caversham Primary School we aim to create a supportive school community that is based on 

mutual respect and consideration. We understand that there will be occasions when parents wish 

to raise a concern or complaint with the school and we will endeavour to resolve these at the 

earliest opportunity, in line with our complaints policy and restorative principles. However, this will 

only be done in a climate of mutual respect. We believe that pupils benefit when the relationship 

between home and school is a positive one. The vast majority of interactions with parents/ carers 

are supportive and respectful. Unfortunately however, we have seen a recent rise in the number of 

instances where parents/carers have been verbally and/or physically abusive towards school staff, 

children and/ or other community members. This is simply unacceptable. The school and local 

authority expects parents and other visitors to behave in a reasonable, polite, and respectful way 

towards all staff, children and community members and will not tolerate verbal or physical abuse of 

any nature under any circumstances. The school and local authority reserves the right to take any 

necessary actions to ensure that members of the school community are not subjected to such 

behaviour. We shall be sharing the local authority Parent/ Carer and Community Acceptable 

Behaviour statement of expectations with all parents.  

Thank you all for your understanding and support.  
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SAFEGUARDING 

ChatHealth service for parents is a valuable resource offering 

the opportunity to talk confidentially to a school nurse about any 

concerns that you may have around your child’s health and 

wellbeing. “It’s tough watching your child struggle. Whether it’s 

settling into school, health worries, or simply darker days 

making everything harder - help is here!” 

   Text our health professionals for confidential advice to 

support your child. 

Text us at 07312 263194 

   chathealth.nhs.uk/start-a-chat 

 

ATTENDANCE 

95% or better is considered good attendance.  Attendance of 90% or lower is classified as 

persistent absence. What does 90% look like in terms of missed learning? 

90% attendance =½ day missed every week! 

 

1 school year at 90% attendance = 4 whole weeks of lessons missed! 

Days off school add up to lost learning. Thank you for 

helping to give your child the best chances of success at 

school by ensuring that their attendance is good.  

 

CHILDREN IN NEED 2025 

Thank you for supporting the children to mark Children in Need 2025 

Day at Caversham Primary today. If you would still like to donate, 

please visit our school donations page on ParentPay here: 

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=19332   

If you have any questions, please contact cin@parentpay.com 

 

 

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=19332
mailto:cin@parentpay.com
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COMING UP . . .  

18/11/2025              Junior Music Festival @ Hexagon for Y5 pupils 

19/11/2025    Individual and sibling photos 

25/11/2025    Open Classrooms event 3.15pm- 3.45pm 

27/11/2025    Open Classrooms event 3.15pm- 3.45pm 

05/12/2025    Coffee morning and pre- loved uniform sale 

08/12/2025    KS1 (Y1 & Y2) Christmas performance to parents @ 1.30pm 

09/12/2025    Whole School trip to Kenton Theatre  

10/12/2025    Whole School trip to Kenton Theatre   

11/12/2025 EYFS (Reception) Christmas performance to parents @ 

10.45am 

11/12/2025    KS1 (Y1 & Y2) Christmas performance to parents @ 1.30pm  

12/12/2025 EYFS (Reception) Christmas performance to parents @ 

10.45am 

12/12/2025    KS1 (Y1 & Y2) Christmas performance to parents @ 1.30pm  

15/12/2025    Year 3 & 4 Carols in the Hall @ 2.45pm- parents welcome! 

16/12/2025    Year 5 & 6 Carols in the Hall @ 2.45pm- parents welcome! 

17/12/2025    Pupil Christmas Lunch 

17/12/2025    Y6 Greek Day with History Off the Page (more info to follow) 

18/12/2025 Christmas parties- during school day  

19/12/2025    Term 2 ends 

22/12/2025- 06/01/2026  SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

05/01/2025    INSET DAY- SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS 

GOOD NEWS TO SHARE . . . 

Austin L (Y5 Holly) took part in the cross country run at Chiltern Edge last Saturday 

and came 3rd in his age group. Well done- great running Austin!  

Last Sunday 9th November, following selection from his Beaver 

Leaders for upholding the scouting values the most this year, Rory L 

(Y3 Alder) had the honour of being one of the flag bearers for the Remembrance 

Day Parade. Rory did a great job leading his group, marching, carrying and lowering 

the flag and then standing still. (His legs only hurt a bit apparently!) Well done Rory- 

we are very proud of you!  

 If you would like to share any of your child’s achievements, please do let us know. 
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CPSA 
NEWS  

**Christmas 
Raffle** 

Our raffle 
prizes are 
now finalised 
and it’s 
looking like 
our best 
raffle yet! A 
huge thanks 
to Emma and 
Claire who 
have put this 
together and 
to Charlotte 
for the 
posters. 
Please buy 
your raffle 
tickets at 
drop off and 
pick ups the 
week of the 
24th 
November 
and at the 
fair itself at 
the 
refreshments 
stand. The 
raffle will be 
drawn 
4.30pm at 
the fair in the 
hall. £5 a 
strip. Good 
luck!  
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We have a bumper selection of amazing prizes from local business and we thank them all for their 
kind donations. Our first prize is a £250 John Lewis voucher from Bridges Estate Agents, second 
prize is a 3 course Lunch for 2 people with glass of Champagne at London Street Brasserie, along 
with festive food hampers kindly donated by the Reception classes, and a large selection of gifts, 
meals out, treatments and days out to win amongst others.  
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**Donations week commencing 24th November** 

All week at morning drop offs (near the gates or under the canopies if raining) along with selling 
raffle tickets, we will be collecting donations for the various Christmas fair rooms and we would be 
very grateful for all of the following:  

• Tombola Rooms -bottles, chocolates, sweets and biscuits (all no nuts) 

• Toys, Games & Book Room - all good quality toys, games, books, costumes for ages 4 and 
above only (no pre-school thank you)  

• Adopt a Teddy - cuddlies of all shapes and sizes!  

Please note that as Reception parents contribute to the hampers we don’t expect you to also 
contribute to the tombolas. Arrangements for hamper donations have been sent separately to 
reception parents by the CPSA reps.  

Thank you in advance for your donations. If you are unable to leave them at drop offs then please 
take them to the office at your convenience.  

On the day of the fair we also kindly request baked and shop bought treats (nut free) for our 
refreshments stand. Thank you  

 

Don’t forget to buy your entrance tickets to the fair here. Please note the grotto is now sold 
out.  

Joanna Hendrikx CPSA Chair 

 

SCHOOL ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS 2027/2028 

Reading Borough Council is currently consulting on its proposed school admission arrangements 

for the 2027/2028 academic year. The consultation is now live and we are seeking views from all 

relevant stakeholders. 

You can read the full documents below and give your feedback on the proposed amendments 

here 

https://reading.govocal.com/en-GB/projects/school-admission-co-ordinated-scheme-policy-2027-

2028-consultation 

To ensure families have the opportunity to review the proposals and provide feedback, the 

consultation will remain open until 30 November 2025, and all responses are welcomed. 

If you have any questions please email schooladmissions@reading.gov.uk 

 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/cpsa/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=107760
https://reading.govocal.com/en-GB/projects/school-admission-co-ordinated-scheme-policy-2027-2028-consultation
https://reading.govocal.com/en-GB/projects/school-admission-co-ordinated-scheme-policy-2027-2028-consultation
mailto:schooladmissions@reading.gov.uk
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YEAR GROUP UPDATES 

 

Reception: Doves and Ducks 

We have had another amazing week learning all about stranger 

danger and keeping safe in general. We have worked hard and 

sensitively to teach the children some strategies that they can 

use to keep themselves safe, including not going anywhere with 

a stranger even if they say they have something really exciting to show you and not 

accepting gifts or treats from a stranger without your parents' permission.  We have discussed 

what children should do if they get separated from their parents and we have identified lots of 

people that they might be able to trust to help them if they are in need.  We have also encouraged 

the children to learn their first and last names and the first and last names of their parents - 

perhaps this is something you could help them with.  If you have any questions about the lessons 

this week please do let us know and expect that you might get a few questions from your 

children.   

Also this week we have been learning about Remembrance Day and the significance of poppies. 

Our books this week have also supported us to look at and make some maps.  We discussed what 

a bird's eye view is and we identified some features on a map.  The children were particularly 

excited to find an elephant right outside Bristol!  We then drew our own maps of the Gingerbread 

Man and Little Red Riding Hood's journeys through fairytale land. 

Next week we will be thinking a lot about right and wrong and we will be supported in our learning 

by the story books Goldilocks and the Three Bears and Jack and the Beanstalk. 

In phonics we have been learning the sounds 'u' and 'r' and the sight word 'to'. Next week we are 

going to be learning the sounds 'h' and 'b' and the sight word 'I'.  

In Maths this week we have been learning all about composition. We have been focusing on the 

number 4 and exploring stampolines to deepen our understanding of number. Next week we are 

going to be looking at counting, ordinality and cardinality.   

This week we have started reading our new reading books at school. We are so proud of all the 

children for how hard they are working at blending and segmenting words and exploring the story. 

Please keep practising reading at home with your children and please ensure that your child is 

bringing in their reading book everyday so we can continue to read with them at school. 

 

Year 1: Skylarks and Swallows 

This week we started to learn our songs and dances 

for the KS1 Christmas play 'Santa's on strike!' A letter 

will be coming home shortly letting you know what 

your child is in the play and how you can help by 

providing some of their costumes. We are very  
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grateful for this help, please let us know if there are any problems. Excitement is already building 

in Year 1! 

Last week we read the fiction book 'The owl who was afraid of the dark'. This week we wrote 

questions about what we wanted to find out about real owls. We then watched some videos, 

looked at some non-fiction books and learnt some amazing facts about owls. We wrote these facts 

in sentences using the word 'and' to join ideas and make our sentences longer and more 

interesting. In maths we have been learning the different methods to add up- using cubes, drawing 

objects and jumping on a number line. The children are learning their number bonds of 10, they 

love the quick-fire game when one person says one number and the other says the other number 

to make 10. ie/ 6 and 4, 9 and 1. In science we looked at the materials wood, plastic and metal. 

We sorted objects by looking at what material they were made of and then thought of all the 

different properties of each material. In history we thought about why we have poppy day. We 

made a class poppy wreath and then joined in with the 2 minutes silence in the playground.  

The phonic sounds covered this week were: ue making a y+oo sound in statue and ue making the 

long oo sound in blue. The high frequency words were Mr and Mrs. 

 

Year 2: Red Kites and Robins 

Robins and Red Kites classes have done so much great 

learning this week! 

In Maths we concluded our unit of work on Addition and 

Subtraction. Over the past few weeks we’ve practised so many 

really important Year 2 skills and we will certainly revisit them throughout the year. 

Remember – it’s so useful to know the number bonds to 10 and 20, to be able to 

count forwards and backwards in 2s, 5s and 10s and to solve addition and 

subtraction problems with 2-digit numbers.  

 

 

In English we spent some time learning about expanded noun phrases. We talked about how a 

noun is ‘the name of a thing’ if it’s a common noun or the name of a person or place, for instance, 

if it’s a proper noun that needs a capital letter. 

Here an example of how we made our expanded noun phrases: 

cat (noun) 

the cat (article + noun = noun phrase) 

the beautiful cat (article + adjective + noun = expanded noun phrase)  
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In our Science lesson we conducted a test to see which ball was the 

bounciest. We thought carefully about how to make sure our test was fair 

and decided it would be best to roll each ball from a table so that we could 

be certain they were falling from the same height each time. We made 

some predictions based on the materials that we knew the balls were made 

from and completed the test, using multilink cubes to build towers to 

indicate how high each ball had bounced. We had a lot of fun doing it! 

 

Year 3: Alder and Ash 

This week in Maths, we began our new unit on Multiplication and 

Division. We revisited our 2, 5, and 10 times tables and will soon 

start learning the 3, 4, and 8 times tables over the next few 

weeks. 

In English, we have been reading The Bear and the Piano by 

David Litchfield. Through role play, we explored the Bear’s important decision—whether to stay in 

the forest or venture into the city. 

In Computing, we continued developing our skills on Scratch. We learned how to tell a story by 

changing backgrounds, adding new characters, and incorporating speech. 

During Indoor PE, we built on our machine-inspired dance sequences, using pushing, pulling, 

spinning, and turning techniques. We also focused on moving in unison for certain parts of the 

routine. 

In Art this week, we learned how to shade using the correct shading grip. Using special HB pencils 

and following the four key rules of shading, everyone produced some fantastic shaded artwork! 

 

Year 4: Beech and Birch 

This week in year 4 we have been learning how to write 

speech in English and answering comprehension questions 

about the characters in How to Train Your Dragon.  In 

maths we have been learning about the 7 and 11 times 

tables and their division facts.  In PE we have been 

practising hitting a hockey puck to each other and in 

science we made electrical circuits and made a bulb light up.  In computing 

we programmed a maths game on Scratch and in geography we have looked at rivers and where 

they go.   

Theo (Birch) 
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Year 5:  Hazel and Holly 

In English we are reading an exciting book called The 

Wizards of Once.  It’s about a boy called Xar, who wants to 

catch a Witch and take her magic, and a girl called Wish 

who wants adventure. 

In Science we are learning about different materials and their properties. We 

looked at different things and discussed their qualities and similarities. 

In PE we are doing stretches and gymnastics in indoor PE and basket ball 

outside. In gymnastics we worked on partner balances and using equipment. In basketball we 

practised passing and dribbling the ball. 

In Maths we have been doing Improper fractions. Improper fractions are when the numerator is 

bigger than the denominator.  We converted improper fractions to mixed numbers and also looked 

at equivalent fractions and simplifying fractions. 

We are learning about the Alps in Geography and had a refresher on continents, oceans and the 

different European countries. We then labelled the Alps on a map and found all the countries that 

they run through. 

In Art we are talking more about installation art and planned our own small scale installation in a 

small box.  We can bring in elements from home to create it the following week. 

By Theo and Ava 

 

Year 6:  Spruce and Sycamore 

 

In English, we have been using noun phrases to describe pictures in 

our new book: The Arrival. In Maths, we have been subtract and 

adding fractions. As well as solving word problems that included 

fractions. In Science, we have been investigating mouldy bread for 

over 3 weeks! In Outdoor PE, we have been learning the rules of netball and applying them to our mini 

matches. In Indoor PE, we have been making dances with groups of 4 and performing these to the rest of 

the class. In History, we have been learning about who the Ancient Greeks were and placed different key 

events on a timeline. In French, we have been learning about how to say different types of clothes and in 

?RE we have been understanding the pros and cons of being a Hindu in the UK. 

 

Hana and Athvika (Spruce)  
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Message from the Wraparound Childcare Service at the local authority: 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Over the past year, following the government's significant investment in childcare, we have 

successfully expanded the number of wraparound childcare places available across Reading. 

This expansion aims to make childcare more affordable, accessible, and flexible for all 

working families. 

What is Wraparound Childcare? 

Wraparound care refers to regular, consistent childcare provision for primary-aged children 

(typically 4–11 years old) before and after school—usually between 8am and 6pm during 

term time. This care may be delivered on school sites, at local community centres, nurseries, 

or by childminders. 

  

This is different from out-of-school activities or school clubs, which are less frequent and 

often one-off sessions. 

  

As your local authority, we are committed to ensuring sufficient and suitable childcare places 

are available to meet the needs of families. We are seeking your feedback to understand 

whether the increased availability of wraparound care has directly benefited your family, and 

to gather the most up-to-date information on parental demand in our area. 

Your responses will help us assess current provision and identify opportunities to further 

strengthen and tailor wraparound childcare across Reading. 

  

Complete the Survey 

Please take a few minutes to complete the Wraparound Childcare Parental Survey by clicking 

the link below: 

Wraparound Childcare Parental Survey Autumn 2025 

  

Participants will have the opportunity to enter a prize draw to win a £20 High Street voucher. 

If you have any questions or need assistance completing the survey, please contact the 

Wraparound Childcare team at: wraparound.childcare@reading.gov.uk 

 Thank you for your time and support. 

Best Regards, 

Wraparound Childcare Service, Early Years & Childcare 

https://forms.office.com/e/q9ZpnsmCkX
mailto:wraparound.childcare@reading.gov.uk
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**Please note that Caversham Primary School is not endorsing any services, 

providers, schools, local clubs or organisations who promote activities or tickets 

through our newsletter. If you have any specific questions, please contact the 

provider directly 
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