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13th March 2026- Issue No. 23 
 

Core Values: Compassion, Enthusiasm, Cooperation, Determination, Respect 
 

Message from the Co-Headteachers… 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been another busy week in school and the entire community has felt full of positivity despite 

the unexpected colder weather and a super blustery day thrown in for good measure! The Book 

fair has been a great success and we do hope you have enjoyed having the opportunity to 

purchase books on the playground. For every book bought, the school receives credit to spend 

and we are in the process of putting a HUGE order in for books to support and complement our 

curriculum across the school, from reception to Year 6. We look forward to the arrival of our new 

reading materials! Following feedback received last year, we hope that by putting on a morning 

book fair as well as the usual after school fairs has been helpful for all of our parents working so 

hard to multi-task and juggle lots of things at once! We are always happy to review our systems 

and try new ways of doing things to make our school community even better – so please do drop 

us a line if you have any bright ideas! 

Raisin Challenge – thank you to the CPSA for arranging the raisin challenge and we look forward 

to seeing how much has been raised. Please remember that every little counts! Whether you can 

manage a few pence or a few pounds, it all adds up and every penny raised by the CPSA goes 

directly into lovely resources and experiences for our children. We have just put in a large order for 

Beebots for use in computing lessons for pupils in reception, KS1 and lower KS2. These are fun 

programmable ‘toys’ that the children can program to follow routes and directions. It is always fun 

when the programming goes a little bit wrong and the Beebots ‘run away’!        

RED NOSE DAY 2026- FRIDAY MARCH 20th   

We would like to invite all pupils at Caversham Primary School to help Comic 

Relief celebrate and raise money for some fantastic charities and good causes! 

We’d like to keep this ‘low- key’ and invite pupils to come to school on Friday 

March 20th wearing non- school uniform (wearing something red or a red nose if 

they’d like to but not compulsory!).  

Please follow this link to donate…  https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=21183  

Have a wonderful weekend and we look forward to seeing you all, bright and early, on Monday 

morning. 

Mrs Grover & Mrs Jones-King 

Co-Headteachers 

Caversham Primary is a Rights Respecting School 

RIGHT OF THE WEEK: Article 2 You have the right to access your rights without discrimination. 

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=21183
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FOOD SAFETY 

Please ensure all grapes, baby tomatoes and large blueberries (there seem to be some whoppers 

out there at the moment!) are cut in to halves or quarters to avoid choking. Thank you. 

 

PARENTS’ EVENINGS- SPRING TERM 2026 

Teachers are looking forward to meeting parents on Tuesday 17th and Thursday 19th March 

2026.  

Please remember that each appointment is 9 minutes long. Teachers will need to move on to the 

next appointment promptly and the virtual appointments automatically cut out – please do not think 

we are being rude if we disappear mid-sentence!        

 

ATTENDANCE: 

We have introduced a new electronic register in classes and this is having a positive impact on 

streamlining the registration process. Please ensure that all children from Year 1-6 arrive at school 

on time and join their class line at 8.40am- this is when the school day begins. Anybody arriving at 

their classroom after 8.50 is recorded as late. Please remember, we close the school gates at 

8.50am so that learning activities can begin. Reception continue to arrive during the window of 

8.40-8.50am. Please note that this arrival window is for Reception children only, this is to support 

their calm start to the school day. 

 

SAFEGUARDING: CONSENT 

We spend a lot of time in school talking to children from reception to year 6 about consent. We 

explain that touching another person without consent is not acceptable. For instance, if playing a 

game of tag, all players must be consenting in playing the game and enjoying the game. We also 

talk about how we must never touch another person in their intimate areas and use the NSPCC 

Pants lessons in supporting the messages given. When talking about acceptable and 

unacceptable touch, we understand that age has quite an impact on the way we deliver these 

conversations and encourage all parents to explore the NSPCC website for helpful tips and hints 

in talking to their child.  

Ensuring that all children know and understand about safe touch is vitally important in keeping 

everyone safe and we appreciate the support of our community in continuing to have these 

conversations with their children. 
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GOOD NEWS TO SHARE 

Sawako performed her violin at the Woodley Festival of Music and Arts last 

weekend, entering competitions in four classes and securing; 1st place 

(Exceptional) Concerto Solo 11 years and under;  2nd place (Honours) String 

Solo 11 years and under;  2nd Place (exceptional) Grade 6-Grade 7 and, with 

her friend Ella, as a violin duet “the Double Stops", 1st place (exceptional) in 

the duet class.  The girls also won the Minerva Trophy for the best duet or 

ensemble aged 13 years and under.  Well done Sawako (and Ella)! 

This is wonderful to hear ï well done Sawako! 

 

BALMORE PARK SURGERY LOGO COMPETITON 

Children from Caversham Primary School recently took part in a competition to design a new logo 

for Balmore Park Surgery on Hemdean Road. 

A huge well done to everyone that had a go – there were some very creative and inspiring 

designs! 

All logos that were submitted before the deadline were handed over to Balmore Park Surgery’s 

Patient Participation Group for the unenviable task of picking a winner. 

A huge congratulations to Halfi (Year 6 Spruce) whose design was selected, digitised and is now 

being used by the surgery. 

Great work, Halfi! 

 

 

CPSA NEWS 

Thank you to everyone who has generously donated in their raisin boxes this week. We will need 

a bit of time to count up all the coins, but we look forward to letting you know how much money 

you have raised shortly. The money will go towards replacing the wooden train and trim trail in the 

playground. Thanks for all your support everyone and thank you kindly to Kristine for organising 

the challenge for the CPSA. We really appreciate the time you spent on this. 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVANCE DATES FOR SUMMER TERM 

13/04/26 INSET- school closed to pupils 

14/04/26 TERM STARTS 

04/05/26 Bank Holiday- school closed to pupils and staff 

Wk beg 11/05/26 Year 6 SATS week 

22/05/26 TERM ENDS 

 25/05/26 -29/05/26 – HALF TERM 

01/06/26 TERM STARTS 

12/06/26 INSET- school closed to pupils 

01/07/26 EYFS & KS1 Sports Day 1pm- 3pm 

02/07/26 Y5/6 Sports Day 9.30am-11.45am 

02/07/26 Y3/4 Sports Day 1pm-3pm 

08/07/26 Reserve EYFS & KS1 Sports Day 1pm- 3pm 

09/07/26 Reserve Y5/6 Sports Day 9.30am-11.45am 

09/07/26 Reserve Y3/4 Sports Day 1pm-3pm 

14/07/26 Y6 Production Performance to Parents @ 6.30pm 

15/07/26 Y6 Production Performance to Parents @ 1.30pm 

16/07/26 Y6 Production Performance to Parents @ 6.30pm 

21/07/26 Year 6 Leavers’ assembly for parents @ 9.30am 

21/07/26 Year 6 Leavers’ disco for pupils 6pm- 7pm 

22/07/26 TERM ENDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16/03/26- 
20/03/26 

Year 5 Bikeability (Level 1 & 2) 

17/03/26 Parents’ Evening (In person- at school) 

18/03/26 Year 4 trip to the Living Rainforest 

19/03/26 Parents’ Evening (Virtual- online) 

24/03/26 Open Classrooms 3.15pm- 3.45pm) 

26/03/26 Open Classrooms 3.15pm- 3.45pm) 

27/03/26 TERM ENDS 
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CAVERSHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL- ACADEMIC YEAR 2025/2026 

TERM 1 

Staff Training Day – Wednesday 3rd September 2025 

Term Starts – Thursday 4th September 2025 

Staff Training Day – Friday 3rd October 2025 

Term Ends – Friday 24th October 2025 

 

TERM 2 

Term Starts – Monday 3rd November 2025 

Term Ends – Friday 19th December 2025 

 

TERM 3 

Staff Training Day – Monday 5th January 2026 

Term Starts – Tuesday 6th January 2026 

Term Ends – Friday 13th February 2026 

 

TERM 4 

Term Starts –Monday 23rd February 2026 

Term Ends – Friday 27th March 2026 

 

TERM 5 

Staff Training Day – Monday 13th April 2026 

Term Starts- Tuesday 14th April 2026 

Bank Holiday – Monday 4th May 2026 

Term Ends – Friday 22nd May 2026 

 

TERM 6 

Term Starts – Monday 1st June 2026 

Staff Training Day – Friday 12th June 2026 

Term Ends – Wednesday 22nd July 2026 

 

*School is closed to pupils on Staff Training Days 
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CAVERSHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL- ACADEMIC YEAR 2026/2027 

TERM 1 

Staff Training Day – Tuesday 1st September 2026 

Term Starts – Wednesday 2nd September 2026 

Staff Training Day – Friday 2nd October 2026 

Term Ends – Friday 23rd October 2026 

 

TERM 2 

Term Starts – Monday 2nd November 2026 

Term Ends – Friday 18th December 2026 

 

TERM 3 

Staff Training Day – Monday 4th January 2027 

Term Starts – Tuesday 5th January 2027 

Term Ends – Friday 12th February 2027 

 

TERM 4 

Term Starts –Monday 22nd February 2027 

Term Ends – Thursday 25th March 2027 

Bank Holiday – Friday 26th March 2027 

 

TERM 5 

Staff Training Day – Monday 12th April 2027 

Term Starts- Tuesday 13th April 2027 

Bank Holiday – Monday 3rd May 2027 

Term Ends – Friday 28th May 2027 

 

TERM 6 

Staff Training Day – Monday 7th June 2027 

Term Starts – Tuesday 8th June 2027 

Term Ends – Wednesday 21st July 2027 

 

*School is closed to pupils on Staff Training Days 
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YEAR GROUP UPDATES 

Reception: Doves and Ducks 

This week in English, we learnt lots about the history of the world and how the Earth 

has changed over time. We used timelines to help us understand when different 

events happened, and then moved on to learning about the time when dinosaurs 

walked the Earth. The children discovered that the dinosaur era is divided into three 

distinct periods, spanning roughly 252 to 66 million years ago – so cool! To finish our learning, the 

children designed their own dinosaur islands and discussed different landscapes that dinosaurs 

might have lived in. Next week, we will be talking more about sentences. We have already looked 

at simple sentences that include a ‘who’ and a ‘doing’ word, and the children now know that these 

two parts can make a whole sentence. To make our sentences a little more interesting, we will 

begin adding extra information such as ‘where’ something is happening. This is something you can 

practice together at home. 

In Maths, we had great fun finding doubles to 10. We also consolidated our learning about equal 

groups to make a double. Later in the week, we moved on to exploring odd and even numbers 

using practical objects. In class, we used blocks to show ‘even tops’ and ‘odd blocks’. Please talk 

with your child about this at home and ask them to show you what they learned. Next week, the 

children will continue to take part in activities that draw attention to the purpose of counting – to 

find out ‘how many’ objects there are. They will also revisit the concept of cardinality, which is the 

idea that the last number we say when counting tells us how many objects there are altogether. 

In Phonics, the children have been working really hard learning some new sounds, including our 

first trigraph – “igh” (wow!) and the sound “oa”. Please continue to review and practice these 

sounds at home. 

In PSED, we discussed the different types of homes that people live in. We talked about how 

homes can vary depending on location and purpose, and the children shared some lovely ideas 

during our discussions. 

At home, please continue to practice: Number formation, Letter formation, Simple 

sentences and Doubles to 10 and beyond. 

Reminders: Please make sure your child’s snack box and water bottle are 

clearly labelled. Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Year 1: Skylarks and Swallows 

Another hardworking and fun week in year 1! 

In English we looked at the suffixes 'er' and 'est' that 

we add to the end of a word to change its meaning. 

We used these to write sentences to compare The 

Wild Things in our book 'Where The Wild Things Are'. 

On Tuesday we relieved a letter from The Wild Things explaining that they 

missed Max and would like him to go back and be their king again.  
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They wondered if we had seen him. To help them we made some wanted posters, using 

descriptive language to explain what Max looks like and what kind of boy he is. We then replied to 

The Wild Things letter explaining the reasons why Max should stay at home. We ended the week 

by spotting the speech marks in the book and writing some speech of our own using speech 

marks. 

In maths we started a unit on measurement, and needed our 'er' and 'est' suffixes again to 

compare lengths and heights. We recognised the problems when measuring with cubes or paper 

clips and decided that using a ruler gave us much better information.  

Our geography lesson was all about compass points and directions. We used the compass 

painted on the playground to look to see what we could see to the north, east, south and west in 

our playground. We also looked at the compass in our atlases. 

This week in science we learnt about the amphibian group of animals. We then looked very closely 

at photos of amphibians, looking at their body shape, skin texture and other features and details 

and made a playdough model showing these. 

We continued to program digital beebots in computing by giving it a list of commands.  

Our phonic sounds this week were 'ce' making a 's' sound as in fence and 'ch' making a 'c' sound 

as in school. Our high frequency words were 'Mr' and 'Mrs' 

 

Year 2: Red Kites and Robins 

Well done Robins! Well done Red Kites! Another week of 

brilliant learning under our belts! 

In English we’ve worked on some key skills this week. First, we 

looked carefully at how we can use subordinating clauses 

accurately to connect clauses. 

 

After we had practised identifying which conjunctions could be added to sentences to ensure they 

make sense, we had a go at writing some sentences of our own that made correct use of the 

subordinating conjunctions we had been looking at. 

Later in the week, we had time for some more dictation practise. We revisit dictation each term as 

it allows us to revise important learning and showcase all of our writing skills. The class teacher 

reads out some sentences, one at a time, and pupils have to listen carefully and record the 

sentences as accurately as possible, thinking about spelling, grammar and punctuation. There’s a 

lot to remember! 
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In Maths, we concluded our unit of learning on Length and Height. Over the past few lessons 

we’ve heard about millimetres and centimetres, practised using rulers accurately (and reading 

scales accurately) and solved two-step problems involving measures.  

 

Our DT projects are coming along nicely too! This week we had to show patience and 

determination when building the bases for our Ferris wheels – some of the cutting and shaping 

was tricky and quite hard work! We’ll add some embellishments next week and then they should 

be finished.  

 

Year 3: Alder and Ash 

This week in Year 3 we have completed our story 'Zoo'. 

Following this, we have been writing letters of complaint to the 

zoo. In Maths, we have completed our work on fractions and 

moved onto mass and capacity. In art, we have made our very 

own papyrus paper and in geography, have continued to learn 

about volcanoes. In PE, we have developed our rounders 

skills and continued our gymnastics practice. 

 

Year 4: Beech and Birch 

This week in year 4 we have been continuing our work on The 

Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe and have been predicting 

what is going to happen in the story next, and then writing the 

next section.  In maths we have started a new topic of 

decimals and looking at how to convert fractions into 

decimals.  In PE we have been doing rolls, balances and 

jumps in gymnastics and in science we found out how to brush our teeth 

properly.  In DT we have begun making our own toy cars, and are now making our designs come 

to life by creating the chassis and body of our cars.  Birch class  

 



 
 

SUCCESSFUL LEARNERS – CONFIDENT INDIVIDUALS – RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS 

 
 

Hemdean Road, Reading RG4 7RA 

Tel:  0118 937 5454   Email: admin@cavershamprimary.reading.sch.uk 

Hemdean Road, Reading RG4 7RA 

Tel:  0118 937 5454   Email: admin@cavershamprimary.reading.sch.uk 

 

 

Year 5:  Hazel and Holly 

In Maths, we are learning about percentages, decimals and fractions. We have 

been converting them into each other. 

In English, we have been reading The Jungle Book and 

learning about Mowgli’s feelings. 

In Science, we have been learning about the life cycle of a 

chicken and we have been dissecting an egg. 

In computing, we have been learning about Stop Motion. 

 

Year 6:  Spruce and Sycamore 

English: We started watching a short film called ‘Alma’ and have been focusing on 

writing some multiclause sentences and how to use colons, semi-colons and 

dashes. Now we are planning a narrative based on it from different people’s 

perspectives starting at different places in the story.  

Science: For this week’s science experiment, we were looing at how blood is made 

and when we complete a fact file about one of the four parts of blood, you got to add it to your cup 

and by the end of the lesson you had a cup of blood (made out of sweets!). 

Computing: Sadly, we didn’t get to go in the suite this week but we are learning about a type of 

code called ‘Python’ which is our first time not using block codes. 

Maths: This week in maths, we have completed three tests - 2 reasoning and 1 arithmetic. After 

completing the tests, we started learning about percentages with one step.  

French: In French this week , we have been learning about routines like: waking up, eating 

breakfast and going to school. 

Geography: In interesting Geography this week, we have been studying all 

about energy sources in America and time zones. 

 

By Esme and Holly 
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**Please note that Caversham Primary 

School is not endorsing any services, 

providers, schools, local clubs or 

organisations who promote activities or 

tickets through our newsletter. If you 

have any specific questions, please 

contact the provider directly 
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