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Core Values: Compassion, Enthusiasm, Cooperation, Determination, Respect 
 

Message from the Co-Headteachers… 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a wonderful week it has been here at school! The arrival of the warm spring sunshine has 

given everybody a boost and school has been buzzing with positivity!  

An absolute highlight of the school year is always World Book Day and this year was certainly no 

exception. The children and staff excelled themselves and looked amazing. It was wonderful to 

see such a mix of outfits and costumes with everybody coming to school in what felt right for them. 

There were lots of children in cosy ‘comfies’ ready to snuggle down with their favourite book and 

lots of others choosing to become their favourite literary character and immerse themselves in a 

story. Thank you for supporting World Book Day- it really is such a fantastic celebration of reading 

and books. We would like to say a huge well done to all of the children for their incredible class 

poetry performances on Thursday afternoon- we are very proud of all you! We hope that the 

children have told you all about the many other things that they got up to at school on Thursday as 

part of the World Book Day celebrations but for some more information please read on for Mrs 

Grashoff’s summary of a brilliant day! Thank you to Mrs Grashoff, our Phonics and Reading 

Leader, for all of the thought, planning and organisation that goes into putting on an event like 

World Book Day- we’re very grateful for her passion and energy. Thanks too to our wonderful staff 

team who, as ever, fully embraced the day!  

This week also saw pupils taking part in sports events and putting into practice all of the skills that 

they’ve been learning in school. All of our Year 6 pupils went to Highdown School for a netball 

festival on Wednesday morning. It’s a really important part of our curriculum enrichment to ensure 

that all pupils have opportunities to take part in competitive sports and represent the school. Well 

done Year Six! On Tuesday a team of pupils from across KS2 also took part in a cross- country 

event. It was a fantastic experience and we are very proud of all of the pupils who took part. Find 

out more later in the newsletter! Thanks to Mrs Homer, our PE Leader, for her hard work in 

organising the many sporting events that our pupils are lucky enough to take part in.  

We feel very lucky to be able to say that one of the many strengths of our school are our incredibly 

committed subject leaders who show such passion for their subjects and inspire our amazing 

pupils to both achieve and thrive during their time at Caversham Primary 

School.  

Wishing all of our families a lovely weekend- don’t forget 

that the Winter Paralympics also starts today! 

Mrs Grover & Mrs Jones-King,  

Co-Headteachers 
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Caversham Primary is a Rights Respecting School 

RIGHT OF THE WEEK: Article 3- You have the right to have your needs met by adults. 

 

ATTENDANCE: 

We know that mornings can be a difficult time of day in busy households when 

there is so much to do and the clock is always ticking! Parents’ Toolkit, part of BBC 

Bitesize, talked to a UK-wide panel of parents, to get their top tips on being ready 

for the school day/week ahead. How do parents stay organised? Do they have a 

morning routine? How can you keep your child motivated? They covered all this 

and more with their panel… There are some really helpful ideas from parents and 

experts around organisation, how to structure your morning, giving your child more 

responsibility, building a routine and helping to motivate your child for school  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zfgh46f 

If mornings are a tricky part of your day, and it’s making it hard to get to school on 

time every day, come and chat with us. We are always happy to talk things through 

and can signpost you to further support if it’s helpful.  

 

SAFEGUARDING 

You will probably be aware through the media that misogyny is negatively impacting the lives of 

young people.  Evidence tells us that half (49%) of secondary school teachers said they witness 

pupils making misogynistic comments or displaying misogynistic behaviours against other female 

pupils at least once a month or more - with 6% saying they witness this every day, and 21% 

saying at least once a week.   

For primary school teachers, 18% said they witnessed pupils making misogynistic comments or 

displaying misogynistic behaviours at least once a month or more - with 1 in 10 (10%) reporting to 

witness this weekly. Tackling misogyny requires a united effort between schools and families. To 

do so we need to both confront sexism and misogyny when we see it and create environments 

which celebrate gender equality. So, what can this look like in primary education?   

Primary Schools: Building respectful foundations  

At this stage, children are forming their understanding of gender roles. 

The focus should be on nurturing empathy, fairness, and inclusivity for 

everyone. 

Strategies in school include:   

• Using inclusive language: Using ‘everyone’, ‘children’ or ‘class’ instead of gendered terms such 

as ‘boys and girls’.  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zfgh46f


 
 

SUCCESSFUL LEARNERS – CONFIDENT INDIVIDUALS – RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS 

 
 

Hemdean Road, Reading RG4 7RA 

Tel:  0118 937 5454   Email: admin@cavershamprimary.reading.sch.uk 

Hemdean Road, Reading RG4 7RA 

Tel:  0118 937 5454   Email: admin@cavershamprimary.reading.sch.uk 

 

 

• Avoiding assumptions: not assuming interests or abilities based on gender (e.g. assuming boys 

like sports or girls like art)  

• Ensuring diversity in classroom materials: Choosing books and resources that show girls as 

leaders and boys as caregivers and vice versa.  

• Celebrating diversity: Highlighting stories and achievements of people in all genders in various 

roles and careers.  

• Encouraging mixed-gender collaboration: Promoting teamwork and friendships across genders.  

• Encouraging empathy and fairness: Using language that promotes kindness, cooperation and 

respect across all identities.  

• Addressing sexist behaviour early: Using gentle correction and restorative conversations to help 

children understand the impact of their words.  

You, as parents, play a crucial role in shaping children's values and beliefs. Home is where many 

gender norms are first learned - and can be unlearned.    

Strategies for Parents:  

• Modelling respectful relationships: Children learn from how adults treat each other. Show mutual 

respect and address sexist remarks.  

• Talking openly about gender and fairness: Use everyday situations to discuss equality, 

stereotypes, and respectful behaviour.  

• Diversifying media and role models: Choose a range of books, shows, and stories that include 

strong female characters and emotionally intelligent male figures.  

• Encouraging all interests: Support children in exploring hobbies and careers regardless of gender 

norms.  

• Challenging stereotypes gently: If your child says “girls can’t do that” or “boys don’t do that,” ask 

questions that help them think critically and reconsider.  

 

A united approach Tackling misogyny is a shared responsibility. By working 

together as school staff in the classroom and parents at home, we can raise 

young people who value equality, respect difference, and stand up against 

injustice. 

 

PARENTS’ EVENINGS- SPRING TERM 2026 

If you have not yet booked an appointment to speak to your child’s teacher, please do so. If you 

are having difficulty booking, please contact the school office so that we can help!  

Teachers are looking forward to meeting parents on Tuesday 17th and Thursday 19th March 

2026.  
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WORLD BOOK DAY 

Thank you so much to all children, parents/carers and staff who made 

such a fantastic effort with World Book Day yesterday.  The children 

looked absolutely wonderful and the school was full of the buzz of 

books.  I had groups of children flying past my window answering clues on scavenger hunts, we 

had children coming down to Year 1 and Reception to do buddy reading, there were quizzes, 

stories, wooden spoons, and to top it all off, the most wonderful assembly where the children 

proudly performed their poems.  The Reading Ambassadors and their helpers were absolutely 

fantastic at running the book swap and introducing assembly.  I was hugely proud of their 

enthusiasm and responsible attitude – thank you very much to all of you for being so 

wonderful.  Also a massive thank you to our very long-suffering staff who have facilitated all mine 

and the Reading Ambassadors’ wild-cap ideas.  World Book Day is fun but also hard work but the 

children’s big smiles have shown that it is worth it.  I hope all the children really enjoyed their 

day.  Can’t wait to see what the Reading Ambassadors have got up their sleeves for next year! 

Best wishes and happy reading! 

Mrs Grashoff, Phonics and Reading Lead 

        

 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 

The Scholastic Book Fair will be visiting school on Wednesday 11th March, Thursday 12th March   

and Friday 13th March after school and, in response to a parental request, we are also trialling 

having the book fair on Thursday 12th March in the morning before school. The book fair is a 

wonderful opportunity for the children to choose a new and exciting book at the same time as 

raising money to support the school.  

 

SPORTS NEWS 

Cross Country: 

On Tuesday, 16 pupils from across Key Stage 2 took part in a cross country event organised by 

The Oratory School. It was a perfect afternoon for running, and the children relished the 

opportunity to run on fields, around a larger school grounds. There were lots of other schools 

participating, from across Berkshire and Oxfordshire, with nearly 60 pupils in each race. Year 3 

and 4 were in one race, completing 1200m and Year 5 and 6 a different race, with a distance of  
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1600m. Our pupils did Caversham Primary proud and were excellent competitors. Well done to 

them all. A special mention goes to Xander in Year 6 who came 3rd in his race, taking home the 

Bronze Medal. Congratulations! Many thanks to the parents and grandparents who came along to 

support. 

Year 6 Netball Festival: 

On Wednesday, all of the Year 6 pupils went to Highdown School to take part in a Netball Festival, 

organised and run by Performance Sports. It was a great opportunity for them to play matches 

against each other, as well as teams from Caversham Park Primary, and apply the skills they have 

learned and developed in PE lessons. All of the pupils were excellent ambassadors for our school, 

showing co-operation and good sportsmanship. Well done to them all for taking part. 

Mrs Homer, PE Leader 

 

POETRY BY HEART ASSEMBLY 

Congratulations to the children from Poetry Club who performed the poems they had learnt off by 

heart (and in some cases, written themselves) to the rest of Key Stage 2 in a special assembly on 

Wednesday. Their performances were incredibly confident and wonderfully engaging and I am so 

proud of all of them.  

The Key Stage 2 staff were busy judging the performances as well as enjoying them and the top 

scorers will have their performances filmed next week and submitted to the next stage of the 

Poetry by Heart national competition. Then we have to wait and see if any of them will be selected 

to perform at The Globe Theatre in London in July. 

Mrs Alexander- Poetry by Heart Club Leader 

 

RED NOSE DAY 2026- FRIDAY MARCH 20th   

We would like to invite all pupils at Caversham Primary School to help 

Comic Relief celebrate and raise money for some fantastic charities and 

good causes! We’d like to keep this ‘low- key’ and invite pupils to come 

to school on Friday March 20th wearing non- school uniform (wearing 

something red or a red nose if they’d like to but not compulsory!) We will 

be setting up a Red Nose Day 2026 Donations Page on ParentPay, 

should any families wish to make a contribution, which we will share with 

you in the next couple of weeks.  
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVANCE DATES FOR SUMMER TERM 

13/04/26 INSET- school closed to pupils 

14/04/26 TERM STARTS 

04/05/26 Bank Holiday- school closed to pupils and staff 

Wk beg 11/05/26 Year 6 SATS week 

22/05/26 TERM ENDS 

 25/05/26 -29/05/26 – HALF TERM 

01/06/26 TERM STARTS 

12/06/26 INSET- school closed to pupils 

01/07/26 EYFS & KS1 Sports Day 1pm- 3pm 

02/07/26 Y5/6 Sports Day 9.30am-11.45am 

02/07/26 Y3/4 Sports Day 1pm-3pm 

08/07/26 Reserve EYFS & KS1 Sports Day 1pm- 3pm 

09/07/26 Reserve Y5/6 Sports Day 9.30am-11.45am 

09/07/26 Reserve Y3/4 Sports Day 1pm-3pm 

14/07/26 Y6 Production Performance to Parents @ 6.30pm 

15/07/26 Y6 Production Performance to Parents @ 1.30pm 

16/07/26 Y6 Production Performance to Parents @ 6.30pm 

21/07/26 Year 6 Leavers’ assembly for parents @ 9.30am 

21/07/26 Year 6 Leavers’ disco for pupils 6pm- 7pm 

22/07/26 TERM ENDS 

11/03/26- 
13/03/26 

Book Fair at school 

16/03/26- 
20/03/26 

Year 5 Bikeability (Level 1 & 2) 

17/03/26 Parents’ Evening (In person- at school) 

18/03/26 Year 4 trip to the Living Rainforest 

19/03/26 Parents’ Evening (Virtual- online) 

24/03/26 Open Classrooms 3.15pm- 3.45pm) 

26/03/26 Open Classrooms 3.15pm- 3.45pm) 

27/03/26 TERM ENDS 
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CAVERSHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL- ACADEMIC YEAR 2025/2026 

TERM 1 

Staff Training Day – Wednesday 3rd September 2025 

Term Starts – Thursday 4th September 2025 

Staff Training Day – Friday 3rd October 2025 

Term Ends – Friday 24th October 2025 

 

TERM 2 

Term Starts – Monday 3rd November 2025 

Term Ends – Friday 19th December 2025 

 

TERM 3 

Staff Training Day – Monday 5th January 2026 

Term Starts – Tuesday 6th January 2026 

Term Ends – Friday 13th February 2026 

 

TERM 4 

Term Starts –Monday 23rd February 2026 

Term Ends – Friday 27th March 2026 

 

TERM 5 

Staff Training Day – Monday 13th April 2026 

Term Starts- Tuesday 14th April 2026 

Bank Holiday – Monday 4th May 2026 

Term Ends – Friday 22nd May 2026 

 

TERM 6 

Term Starts – Monday 1st June 2026 

Staff Training Day – Friday 12th June 2026 

Term Ends – Wednesday 22nd July 2026 

 

*School is closed to pupils on Staff Training Days 
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CAVERSHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL- ACADEMIC YEAR 2026/2027 

TERM 1 

Staff Training Day – Tuesday 1st September 2026 

Term Starts – Wednesday 2nd September 2026 

Staff Training Day – Friday 2nd October 2026 

Term Ends – Friday 23rd October 2026 

 

TERM 2 

Term Starts – Monday 2nd November 2026 

Term Ends – Friday 18th December 2026 

 

TERM 3 

Staff Training Day – Monday 4th January 2027 

Term Starts – Tuesday 5th January 2027 

Term Ends – Friday 12th February 2027 

 

TERM 4 

Term Starts –Monday 22nd February 2027 

Term Ends – Thursday 25th March 2027 

Bank Holiday – Friday 26th March 2027 

 

TERM 5 

Staff Training Day – Monday 12th April 2027 

Term Starts- Tuesday 13th April 2027 

Bank Holiday – Monday 3rd May 2027 

Term Ends – Friday 28th May 2027 

 

TERM 6 

Staff Training Day – Monday 7th June 2027 

Term Starts – Tuesday 8th June 2027 

Term Ends – Wednesday 21st July 2027 

 

*School is closed to pupils on Staff Training Days 



 
 

SUCCESSFUL LEARNERS – CONFIDENT INDIVIDUALS – RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS 

 
 

Hemdean Road, Reading RG4 7RA 

Tel:  0118 937 5454   Email: admin@cavershamprimary.reading.sch.uk 

Hemdean Road, Reading RG4 7RA 

Tel:  0118 937 5454   Email: admin@cavershamprimary.reading.sch.uk 

 

 

YEAR GROUP UPDATES 

Reception: Doves and Ducks 

This week has been really fun in Reception! With World Book Day 

yesterday and lots of beautiful sunshine, we have enjoyed plenty of 

outside time and even had PE outdoors. A huge wow for all the 

fantastic costumes based on your favourite stories! The children 

looked amazing, and it was wonderful to see so many different characters come to 

life. We had a great time taking part in book quizzes, book hunts, and enjoyed special reading time 

alongside the Year 6 pupils. We were also incredibly proud of our children for reciting poems to an 

audience — well done to everyone for being so brave and confident! 

This week in English, we spent time learning about Mary Anning, a very special British 

palaeontologist from the past. We explored her famous discoveries, the tools she used, and the 

special clothing she wore while searching for fossils. We also compared her work to that of 

scientists today and talked about how discoveries are made in the modern world. Next week, we 

will continue our non-fiction focus and begin learning about the history of the world. We will 

explore timelines, look at animals through time, and discover many exciting ways to understand 

how the world has changed. 

In Maths this week, we have been learning about doubles to 10 (1 and 1; 2 and 2; 3 and 3; 4 and 

4; 5 and 5). We have also been consolidating our learning about equal groups to make a double. 

To help us, we practised using the sentence stem: “10 is made up of 5 and 5.” and the reverse: “5 

and 5 make 10.” Next week, we will use practical contexts to sort objects according to different 

criteria (size, shape, colour etc.). We will also continue practising recalling the composition of 

numbers as doubles — it will be a busy but very fun week of Maths! At home, please continue to 

practice: number formation; making equal groups; doubles to 10 and beyond. 

 Next week, the Scholastic Book Fair will be visiting the school. It will be open on Wednesday, 

Thursday and Friday afternoons, as well as Thursday morning before school. Please remember to 

bring your book voucher if you would like to use it. Thank you for your continued support, and we 

hope you have a lovely weekend! 

  

Year 1: Skylarks and Swallows 

What an exciting week we have had in Year 1!  In 

English we learnt about alliteration and thought of 

alliterative words for our own names.  We then made 

up alliterative sentences for different animals - Pete 

the penguin put pineapple on his perfectly prepared 

pizza.  We then made our own Wild Things based on our class book Where 

the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak.  We used collage to create them and used them not only 

in our English books but also for our door for World Book Day.  We labelled our own Wild Things 

using adjectives and nouns (trying to remember our alliteration lesson on Monday!) and then wrote 

sentences using the conjunction 'and'.  We also needed to remember our capital letters, full stops  
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and finger spaces.  In Maths we finished our block on Place Value to 50.  We had a practical 

lesson making numbers between 20 and 50 using dienes, ten frames, numicon and straws.  We 

also used a numberline to 50 to work out where missing numbers were, estimated where numbers 

are on a "numberless" numberline and learnt one more and 1 less than numbers up to 50.  In 

PSHE we discussed our bedtime routine and in Art we made tube towers with different coloured 

card.  They look amazing.  In Geography we identified seasonal changes in the UK and thought 

about all the words we could use to describe Spring and in RE we looked at the Creation Story 

and talked about why it is thought that God made humans last in the Jewish and Christian 

story.  We identified differences between animal and human qualities.  Finally, we had a fabulous 

day celebrating World Book Day.  The costumes were wonderful, the wooden spoons so creative 

and we loved the Scavenger Hunt.  We had the extra special treat of welcoming Year 5 into Year 1 

to read with us and in Assembly we recited a poem we have been learning to KS1 and EYFS.  It 

was a busy day but so much fun! 

 

Year 2: Red Kites and Robins 

It’s been great fun in Robins and Red Kites this week! Each 

class practised a poem and performed it to an audience in 

Thursday’s World Book Day assembly. It was fantastic to see 

the children recite their poems with such confidence and 

enthusiasm. During English, the children have had a go at writing their own poems 

too. They have used their senses to explore and extend their vocabulary.  

In Maths, we have started our new topic about measure. The children have used rulers to 

measure and draw lines with increasing accuracy and precision. They have compared and 

ordered different lengths and heights and used the context of safari animals to realise just how 

long a metre really is! 

World Book Day provided the opportunity to explore maths through story, so 

Robins and Red Kites used ‘One is a Snail, 

Ten is a Crab’ by April Pulley Sayre and Jeff 

Sayre. The story provided a great 

springboard for mathematical reasoning and 

problem solving. First, the children thought of 

a number and then they investigated how they could make this 

number using the number of legs from the animals in the story. 

Year 3: Alder and Ash 

This week in English, we have been writing diary entries from 

the perspectives of Mum and Dad from the story Zoo. 

In Maths, we have been learning about fractions on a 

number line. 

In Art, we have started planning our Egyptian scrolls by 

sketching Egyptian-inspired pictures that reflect ourselves. 
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On Thursday, we had a fun-packed day celebrating World Book Day. The day included a 

scavenger hunt, decorating bookmarks, creating our own lyrics to a song, and performing a poem 

to KS2. 

 

Year 4: Beech and Birch 

This week in English we have been reading 'The Lion, The 

Witch and The Wardrobe' and writing a diary extract as Lucy 

with expanded noun phrases. In Maths we have been adding 

and subtracting fractions and mixed numbers. In Geography, 

we have been looking at the layers of the rainforest and 

talking about the different species that live there. In 

Computing, we have been looking at HTML coding and playing around with the 

codes to change a wanted poster. In Music, we have been looking at different clapping beats and 

using body percussion to create a layered piece. In Science, we have been looking at different 

types of teeth and seeing which ones we have in our mouth. For World Book Day we performed a 

poem that Alfie had written in the assembly and designed and created a Minecraft door, as well as 

playing reading games and doing a reading scavenger hunt outside in the sunshine! 

Beech Class 

 

Year 5:  Hazel and Holly 

In Year 5 this week, we've been working with decimals and 

converting them to/from fractions. We've been using 

thousandths. In English, we've continued to read The 

Jungle Book and have now met the characters Mowgli and 

Shere Khan. Most of us like Mowgli but a few are siding 

with the evil tiger. In Indoor PE, we've created routines about Mayan Gods, 

thinking about how relationships and dynamics show the god we're dancing 

about. In science, we dissected two different flowers to compare their 

reproductive parts. In geography, we learnt about the Great Barrier Reef. Did you know between 

2023-25 very hot temperatures caused the most damage to the coral reef than ever before? 

Yesterday was World Book Day. We did a scavenger hunt, shared our pop-up books with Year 1, 

created book-themed board games, performed a poem in assembly and, of course, read! 

Margaux, Jiaqi & Matvii (Holly Class)  
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Year 6:  Spruce and Sycamore 

This week we ordered fractions, decimals and percentages in 

Maths and wrote a diary entry about our trip to the O2 (and 

having fun dancing) in English. On Thursday, we dressed up for 

World Book Day and performed a poem we had memorised in 

assembly. We decorated our door for World Book Day, making it 

look like the cover of Crater Lake. There was a scavenger hunt, 

where we had to answer questions about books. We also read books to the children in Reception. 

This week we have also listened to the younger children perform poems - poems by heart or 

freestyle.  

By Kivanc and Tarun 
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**Please note that Caversham Primary School is not endorsing any services, providers, 

schools, local clubs or organisations who promote activities or tickets through our 

newsletter. If you have any specific questions, please contact the provider directly 
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Hi Caversham Primary School, 
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2nd Schools and Grassroots 

fixture of 2025-26 Season! 

We’re thrilled to welcome all our 

local schools and grassroots clubs! Your support truly enhances the atmosphere, and the players genuinely 

appreciate it. So, let’s do it all over again! 

Full details of how to get involved can be found below so please share with all your children, friends, family and staff 

and let us know if you require any further information. 

You have been invited to Reading Football Club’s 2nd Schools and Grassroots Fixture of 2025-26! 

 When? 

Reading vs Plymouth Argyle 

Saturday 14th March, 3pm kick off 

Where? 

Select Car Leasing Stadium 

 How to qualify for the discount and confirm your attendance? 

 To redeem, please visit https://tickets.readingfc.co.uk and enter the following unique voucher 

code: #CavershamPrimary in the basket for each ticket. You can do this once you have logged in and selected your 

tickets which will be discounted by 50%. 

 How many tickets can we purchase? 

There is no limit on the number of tickets you can buy using your unique voucher. 

 Important!  This offer applies to tickets in the Eamonn Dolan Stand blocks and Y19/Y20 of the Sir John Madejski 

Stand. Voucher codes are valid up until midnight the night before the fixture. 

 If you have any questions about this offer, please email sales@readingfc.co.uk or call 0118 968 1313. 

  

Come on URRRZZ!! 

  

Yours Sincerely 

  

Paul Collins 

Head of Ticketing 

Reading Football Club 

 

 

https://tickets.readingfc.co.uk/
mailto:sales@readingfc.co.uk
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