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Newsletter

23" January 2026- Issue No. 17

Core Values: Compassion, Enthusiasm, Cooperation, Determination,

Message from the Co-Headteachers...
Dear Parents and Carers,

It's Friday again and we find ourselves at the end of another busy and exciting week at
Caversham Primary! As ever, there has been so much going on across the school this week.
Many of our extra- curricular clubs for this term are now up and running. We are delighted with the
enthusiasm that the children show for attending the clubs and thrilled with the high level of
participation. It is really important to us that Caversham Primary is a place where everybody feels
that they belong and providing opportunities for children to do things that they enjoy, as well as try
something new, during lunchtimes and after school is a great way to do this.

In one of our KS2 assemblies this week we thought about the importance of ‘teamwork’ and ‘unity’
The key messages were that

Good teamwork and working together in unity means:

» achieving something that we cannot do on our own;
helping others who might need support in your team;
achieving an aim more quickly;
thinking of others rather than ourselves;
collaborating and compromising with others.

We are proud of the many ways that our school community demonstrate these values. Just this
week we have seen countless examples of pupils modelling these behaviours; from some of our
Y6 pupils offering their help in supporting pupils in the dining room during wet lunchtime, pupils
listening to each other read, pupils helping to set up equipment for PE lessons, group work across
the curriculum.... These are just a few of the many ways that pupils have worked together at
school this week. We’d like to thank everybody who has reflected about what good teamwork and
unity looks like at Caversham Primary School.

We would also like to say thank you to our Year 6 pupils for the way that they behaved during their
trip to The Battle of Britain Bunker on Tuesday. You all looked amazing in your WW?2 oultfits! We
were very proud to hear that you had engaged really well at the museum and demonstrated our
core values throughout your trip. Thank you.

We hope that you all have a lovely weekend and we look forward to seeing everybody again bright
and early on Monday morning.

Mrs Grover & Mrs Jones-King,

Co-Headteachers
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ATTENDANCE:

We know that, especially during the winter, children can feel under the weather. We would like to
remind all parents to refer to the NHS guidance ‘Is my child too ill for school?

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

It's fine to send your child to school with slight cough or common cold symptoms, such as a runny
nose, sore throat or headache, as long as they're otherwise well and do not have a high
temperature.

Children’s learning can be really impacted by having ‘odd days off’ here and there over the school
year because this disrupts a week’s learning. We can think of these ‘as ‘broken weeks’. Good
learning in school is reliant on building learning links, lesson by lesson and day by day. If one of
these links is missed then the whole programme of learning can be disrupted, leaving children
feeling confused and at risk of falling behind. In short, every lesson counts!

Thank you for your support in ensuring that your children attend school every day that they are
well enough to do so.

SAFEGUARDING

Caversham Primary School is part of Operation Encompass which
P E RAT IO N is a national scheme that operates jointly between schools and

N@@] Y15y Police forces.

LD AL DT RELDEILEN Operation Encompass is the reporting to schools, prior to the start
of the next school day, when a child or young person has
experienced domestic abuse.

As a school we have ensured that a member of our staff, (Designated Safeguarding Lead) known
as a Key Adult, has been trained in the Operation Encompass procedures allowing us to then use
the information that has been shared, in confidence, to support the child/ren in our care.

The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 identifies children who experience domestic abuse as victims of
domestic abuse in their own right.

On 24 May 2024 Royal Assent was granted to The Victims and Prisoners Act. The Act placed
Operation Encompass into Law.

This places a statutory obligation on police forces to share Operation Encompass notifications with
schools/educational settings.

We are keen to offer the best support possible to all our pupils and through Operation Encompass
we will be able to provide the best possible support to any of our children experiencing domestic
abuse.
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We hope that your families and friends enjoyed receiving their beautiful
, = Christmas card designs. We are delighted to let you know that this initiative
7 raised £353 from Xmas 4 Schools. We are planning to use this to purchase
4/&&\ some drawing and colouring materials to use at lunchtimes so that the

children can continue to develop their creativity!

PE DAYS

Please ensure that long hair is tied up, earrings are removed or covered and appropriate trainers
are worn to school on PE days. This is for health and safety reasons. Thank you.

GOOD NEWS TO SHARE

If you would like to share any of your child’s achievements in the newsletter, please do let us
know.

CATERLINK PUPIL SURVEY- Message from Caterlink

We are carrying out our annual pupil survey to assist us in improving our catering service to our
customers and we would value the opportunity to survey the pupils at your school.

Survey closes on 27" March 2026
Primary Pupil Survey Link - https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R3RTFTV

Please do follow the link and complete the survey with your child if you would like to give feedback
to Caterlink- our school meals provider.

SCHOOL MILK

If your child currently has school milk, please could you check with them that they are still enjoying
it? We are noticing that we are having to throw more milk away than usual. Many thanks,

A QUICK PLEA....

If you have any spare sets of Top Trumps, Uno or similar card games hidden away at home, we’d
be very grateful for them at school. If you do have any that you’d like to donate, please drop them
off at the school office or with a member of SLT on the playground!. Thank you in advance.

Caversham Primary is a Rights Respecting School

RIGHT OF THE WEEK: Article 7 You have the right to a name, and this should be officially
recognised by the government. You have the right to a nationality (to belong to a country.
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DATES FOR THE DIARY

26/01/26

Year 3 Earth Trust Trip

27/01/26

Manor Information Evening for Y5 parents @ 6pm

29/01/26

CPSA AGM 7.30pm

10/02/26

Y6 to Highdown to watch Grease.

11/02/26

Year 3 Rugby Festival @ The Heights (whole year group)

12/02/26

Finance & Personnel Govs meeting 7.30pm

13/02/26

TERM ENDS

16/02/26 -20/02/26 — HALF TERM

23/02/26

TERM STARTS

25/02/26

Year 6 Young Voices @ The O2

04/03/26

Year 6 Hockey Festival @ Highdown (whole year group)

05/03/26

World Book Day 2026

11/03/26-
13/03/26

Book Fair at school

16/03/26-
20/03/26

Year 5 Bikeability (Level 1 & 2)

17/03/26

Parents’ Evening (In person- at school)

19/03/26

Parents’ Evening (Virtual- online)

24/03/26

Open Classrooms 3.15pm- 3.45pm)

26/03/26

Open Classrooms 3.15pm- 3.45pm)

27/03/26

TERM ENDS

ADVANCE DATES FOR SUMMER TERM

13/04/26

INSET- school closed to pupils

14/04/26

TERM STARTS

04/05/26

Bank Holiday- school closed to pupils and staff

WKk beg 11/05/26

Year 6 SATS week

22/05/26

TERM ENDS

25/05/26 -29/05/26 — HALF TERM

01/06/26

TERM STARTS

12/06/26

INSET- school closed to pupils

01/07/26

EYFS & KS1 Sports Day 1pm- 3pm

02/07/26

Y5/6 Sports Day 9.30am-11.45am

02/07/26

Y3/4 Sports Day 1pm-3pm

08/07/26

Reserve EYFS & KS1 Sports Day 1pm- 3pm

09/07/26

Reserve Y5/6 Sports Day 9.30am-11.45am

09/07/26

Reserve Y3/4 Sports Day 1pm-3pm

14/07/26

Y6 Production Performance to Parents @ 6.30pm

15/07/26

Y6 Production Performance to Parents @ 1.30pm

16/07/26

Y6 Production Performance to Parents @ 6.30pm

21/07/26

Year 6 Leavers’ assembly for parents @ 9.30am

21/07/26

Year 6 Leavers’ disco for pupils 6pm- 7pm

22/07/26

TERM ENDS
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CAVERSHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL- ACADEMIC YEAR 2025/2026

TERM 1
Staff Training Day — Wednesday 3™ September 2025
Term Starts — Thursday 4t September 2025
Staff Training Day — Friday 3™ October 2025
Term Ends — Friday 24™ October 2025

TERM 2
Term Starts — Monday 3 November 2025
Term Ends — Friday 19t December 2025

TERM 3
Staff Training Day — Monday 5™ January 2026
Term Starts — Tuesday 61 January 2026
Term Ends — Friday 13 February 2026

TERM 4
Term Starts —Monday 23" February 2026

Term Ends — Friday 27" March 2026

TERM 5

Staff Training Day — Monday 13" April 2026

Term Starts- Tuesday 14" April 2026
Bank Holiday — Monday 4" May 2026
Term Ends — Friday 22" May 2026

TERM 6
Term Starts — Monday 1t June 2026
Staff Training Day — Friday 12" June 2026
Term Ends — Wednesday 22" July 2026

*School is closed to pupils on Staff Training Days

SUCCESSFUL LEARNERS - CONFIDENT INDIVIDUALS - RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS




(@“ Canversham Primary School
g .
Hemdean Road, Reading RG4 7RA
Tel:"0118 937 5454 Email: admin@cavershamprimary.reading.sch.uk

CAVERSHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL- ACADEMIC YEAR 2026/2027

TERM 1
Staff Training Day — Tuesday 15t September 2026
Term Starts — Wednesday 2" September 2026
Staff Training Day — Friday 2" October 2026
Term Ends — Friday 23 October 2026

TERM 2
Term Starts — Monday 2" November 2026
Term Ends — Friday 18" December 2026

TERM 3
Staff Training Day — Monday 4™ January 2027
Term Starts — Tuesday 5" January 2027
Term Ends — Friday 12t February 2027

TERM 4
Term Starts —Monday 22" February 2027
Term Ends — Thursday 25" March 2027
Bank Holiday — Friday 26" March 2027

TERM 5

Staff Training Day — Monday 12" April 2027

Term Starts- Tuesday 13™ April 2027
Bank Holiday — Monday 3 May 2027
Term Ends — Friday 28" May 2027

TERM 6
Staff Training Day — Monday 7™ June 2027
Term Starts — Tuesday 8" June 2027
Term Ends — Wednesday 21t July 2027

*School is closed to pupils on Staff Training Days
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YEAR GROUP UPDATES

Reception: Doves and Ducks

Despite the rainy days, our learning hasn't missed a beat! Reception
children have stayed busy, creative and curious to learn more - rain h
or shine! This week we have been continuing our learning all

about ‘'under the sea'. Our book 'Above and Below' has allowed

our children to learn all about different habitats and all the wonderful creatures that

live there.

Next week we will be moving on to our topic: all about space! Our book next week will be 'Astro
Girl" and our theme is all about working towards a goal. We have got some very exciting activities
where the children will be focusing on how we work well as a team.

In phonics we will be revising all the sounds we have already learnt and will be learning two new
sight words - her and they.

In maths next week we will be learning all about circles and triangles. We have lots of fun
activities, such as, obstacle courses, treasure hunts and shape hunts to support our children's
learning.

One positive to the wet weather is that we have been able to make use of our fabulous library bus

which the children love. We have been taking small groups of children down to the bus for some
reading sessions. It's so wonderful seeing such a love for reading already!

Year 1: Skylarks and Swallows

Swallows and Skylarks have worked very hard this

week. We started the week with a spelling and

grammar lesson on contractions where we learnt how

to combine two words and replace the missing letters

with apostrophe. We had fun finding these words by
looking closely in our class book Mole's Star. We then thought about how
Mole felt when he realised that all the animals loved the stars as much as he did and that they
were now all really sad because he had taken all the stars. How could he put this right? We
pretended we were Mole and decided to write a letter to the other animals explaining how sorry we
were. We generated ideas for this letter as a class and then we wrote these ideas in a letter. In
maths we have been continuing to work with the numbers 10-20 . We looked at these numbers on
a number line and had fun looking for clues to help us fill in the missing numbers. We also
compared numbers looking to see which number was greater or less than the other. In history we
were inspired by the adventures of Nellie Bly. Nellie was born in 1864 and was famous for
travelling around the world in 72 days. She travelled by ship, train, rickshaw and sedan chair and
saw oceans, seas, mountains and cities. She even had a pet monkey! We learnt about the
properties of materials in science. We brain stormed lots of different words as we passed objects
around the circle such as hard, smooth, transparent and flexible.
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The sounds we covered in phonics this week were 'ear' (pearl) and 'or' (world) which both make
the 'er' sound. Also, 'eer' (deer) and ‘ere’ (here) which both make the ‘ear' sound. Our high
frequency words were 'many' and 'laughed'.

We are making rockets in computing next Thursday by following instructions we have completed
on the computer. We need some large plastic bottles to do this. We be very grateful if you could
send some into school for us to use. Many thanks.

We are very short of boys’ pants, grey school trousers and black track suit trousers aged 5-6 and
6-7 years. We would be very grateful for any donations. Many thanks.

Year 2: Red Kites and Robins

Robins and Red Kites worked so hard this week and the results
were quite magnificent!

A huge well done to all for having such a positive attitude to
learning and for showing lots of resilience when things don'’t go
well at the first attempt!

In Maths, our learning about money continued with some lessons about calculating change — a
dying art in the contactless world! — and then two-step problems.

Solving two-step problems is something that we need to

become really good at in Year 2. Here’s an example:

Toby buys some stickers for 45p and an apple for 35p. @
He pays with a £1 coin. v

How much change will Toby receive?

We talk a lot about the importance of identifying what operation is required for each step. In the
example above, we need to first calculate the total cost of the items (addition) before then
subtracting the total from £1 to find the difference — and the change. It takes practise!

In our English lessons, we started the week by finding out some details about Beatrix Potter’s life.
We read some information about her childhood, the books she wrote and how she spent her later
years farming. Then we worked in groups to create fact files about her. Later in the week, we used
our knowledge of events of The Tale of Jemima Puddle-Duck so far to write a diary entry in the
role of Jemima.

Our Science lesson involved comparing seeds and bulbs. We looked
carefully at examples of each and sketched some examples. In our
discussions, we used phrases such as “bigger than” and “smaller than”
to compare what we saw.
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Year 3: Alder and Ash

This week in Year 3, we have completed our latest maths unit
on multiplication and division. In English, we have been
§ imitating the style of The Velveteen Rabbit in our writing. In PE
§ we have been working on our country western dancing and
. handball skills. We are very excited to get started with our
castle building in DT, any more toilet/kitchen/wrapping paper
tubes and egg boxes are greatly appreciated! Also, next week we will be going
on our trip. Please make sure you are prepared and wrapped up warm, information can be found
on the letter.

Year 4: Beech and Birch

This week in Year 4 we have been writing and performing internal monologues
in English based on the book we have been reading. In
maths, we have learning the bus shelter method for division
and have also started our new topic of Length and
measurements. In French we found out about different
festivals like Easter and Christmas, and in PE we practised
the inside and outside hook in football. In science we found out about
microplastics and how they get into the food chain, and in computing we looked
at a design programme called Microsoft Sway. In PSHE we played games to
help us learn about team work and co-operation.

Christopher (Birch)

Year 5: Hazel and Holly

In Maths we have been finishing our unit on long multiplication
and short division and solving problems.

In History we are learning about the Tudor monarchs and
what their religion was.

In outdoor PE we are doing handball and learning about
different passes and shooting to goal.

In PSHE we are talking about what jobs we might like to do.

In Computing we are learning about binary code.

In English we are doing The Boy at the Back of the Class. We've been learning about the main
character Ahmet and refugees’ journey to a safe home. We worked on using verb inflections in
dialogue and when a character might use slang and contracted words.
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In Science we are learning about the solar system and this week we’ve been measuring the
shadow of a pole once every hour and then putting the data on a chart that shows the direction
and height of the shadow. We discussed how it looked like the sun was changing position but
actually the Earth is moving. The shadow was shorter around midday and we were very lucky to
get some sun throughout the day.

In indoor PE we are doing gymnastics. This week we got into groups and created a sequence
with canons and synchonisation using the equipment.

In RE we have been drawing Heaven using descriptions of Jannah from the Qu’ran.
In DT we learnt new techniques for our pop-up books.

Amy and Freya

Year 6: Spruce and Sycamore
This week we have learned about Algebra in maths.

On Tuesday we went to the Battle of Britain Bunker in Uxbridge

where we learned all about how radar was used in WW2 and

how 80% of the people on the base were women who helped to

organise the pilots and the planes. We have also been trying to
read five books or more relating to the Second World War.

In outdoor PE we have been practising or football skills — it was really fun!

In RE we have been learning about how significant Jerusalem is to many religions.

We have also been practising the songs for the O2 which is coming up soon.

In art, we have learned about the wonders of Street Art and are currently planning our own
masterpieces.

In Indoor PE we have been creating dances with chairs.

In English we have been reading “The Lost Magician’ which is based on children being evacuated
to the countryside because of bombing in London.

In science we have been learning about how light travels and if it is blocked by an opaque object it
shall form a shadow.

In spelling we learned words and how they can help us in everyday too.

And good news — we are millimetres away from filling our Marble Jar!

By Thomas Ad and Errol
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C?SA

15% OF BRIDGES’ COMMISSION
COULD GO TO
CAVERSHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL,
IF YOU SELL YOUR HOME
THROUGH THEM

https://www.bridgesproperty.co.uk/
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**Pplease note that Caversham Primary School is not endorsing any services, providers,
schools, local clubs or organisations who promote activities or tickets through our
newsletter. If you have any specific questions, please contact the provider directly

B%unce Reading

HALE TERM SCHEDULE

OPENING DAY
14" Feb, Saturday 2 PM - 5 PM

15" - 16" Feb

sunday - Monday SR

17*" Feb, Tuesday 1AM - 5 PM
Open & SEN Bounce 10AM-11AM FOR SEN

18" Feb, Wednesday JRIFAYERELY
Open & Tots Bounce 10AM-11AM FOR TOTS

19" - 21*' Feb

Thursday - Saturday LGS

CLOSING DAY
22" Feb, Sunday 10 AM - 2 PM

www.thebouncepark.com @info@thebouncepark.com

'B*unce Readin
5% » Party Package

»> One Hour of Bouncing

»> 40-minute Use of a
Party Room

»> Unlimited Squash for
bouncers

»> Party Invites
» Grip Socks for bouncers

»> Free Bounce Voucher
for the Birthday Child

Minimum of 12 bouncers
Price from £16.50pp
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7 Theatre at Reading
Libraries

Rabbitor the RIRIS £

BY SAM AMESTOY

- Readin
7he Libraries g

Sent on behalf of Reading Libraries

Rabbit on the Run

What could it be?

Coming soon a FREE performance for 3 - 6-year-old children from Reading Rep Theatre in our libraries All libraries -
Reading Borough Council

Call to book your tickets -
Monday 2nd Feb 10:30 Tilehurst Library
0118 9375112.

Tuesday 3rd Feb 10:30 Palmer Park Library
0118 9375106.

Friday 6th Feb 10:30 Battle Library
0118 9375100.

Saturday 7th Feb 10:30 Southcote Library
0118 9375109.

Thursday 12th Feb 10:30 Whitley library
0118 9375115.

Thursday 12th Feb 1:30 Caversham Library
0118 9375103.

Friday 13th Feb 10:30 Central Library
0118 9375950.

Information also available on the Family Information Service website Reading Directory | Rabbit on the Run @
Reading Libraries
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uSports

CAVERSHAM
FOOTBALL &
MULTI-SPORTS

HOLIDAY

FOOTRALL & MUI DRTS
WMMI RGA4 8DB

£27.80Fer Day mu Per Day

WWW U-SPORTE.COUK/HOLIDAY-CAMPS

SUCCESSFUL LEARNERS - CONFIDENT INDIVIDUALS - RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS




Hemdean Road, Reading RG4 7RA
Tel:"0118 937 5454 Email: admin@cavershamprimary.reading.sch.uk

PANGBOURN E Rje Pangbourne College Drama &

Music departments present
‘The Addams Family: The Musical’

We invite you to join us for our performance which take place from 19:00 on:

Monday 9 February

Tuesday 10 February

Wednesday 11 February
PANGBOURNE

co-alncationa] bowslig and dsy whowl, o —

Drake Hall, Pangbourne College
e Book your FREE tickets now!
Friday

27 l’r-lwru;l,ry

AN EVENING WITH o PANGBOURNE
RECORD-BREAKING CLASSIC CAR
OCEAN ROWER, I SHOW 2026

R | EXPLORATION | COMMUNITY | LEADERSHIP

PANGBOURNE

e S;lrurd;ly 30 May
(> FOOTSTEPS 10:00 to 16:00

Admission: ark 0 - all profits go to
Pangbourne C bourne Hill, Berksh
pangbourne.com

R B
e OPEN MORNING :
necom SATURDAY 25 APRIL 2026 OB

ION | COMMUNITY LEADERSHIT
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AUNDDg

ThaviienL. e

21 - 22 MARCH 2026

2P LNNG SURF SIMULATOR PICKLEBALL

ABSEILING RUGEY PRACTICE ROCC CLIMEBING
PARKOUR PLANL TARIMS MELT IHE CEGENDS
KEHOCKEY FACE PAINTING SOFT PLAY AREA

SOFT PLAY MULT] AXIS TRAINER CHANGING ROOM TOUR

and more

Book your
tickets now 50% OFF .9, wmicooc

|ive familytraveder.com TiC S U &
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99 1EoRATORY

ynoud - An Oratory Parent

a place at the top of thir tee. OPEN MORNING
SATURDAY 7 MARCH

BOOK YOUR PLACE
B e S/YOU We remain, quite deliberately, small
enough that we can kn one of

in the way that arents

B (/ (/ 011](/ 11]01 (/ know f)ﬁsm - their F’IO!)CS El ‘rs. their
et v mos oratory.co.uk A T
challenging yet not intimidating, SENIOR SCHOOL
I;‘e‘;?luasteaegx‘c:ﬂon here happens one EXPERIENCE DAYS
YEAR5 &6
TUESDAY 9 JUNE

THURSDAY 18 JUNE

BOOK YOUR PLACE

Be you.
Become more.

it el Wl . oralory.co.uk
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