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Newsletter 

12th December 2025- Issue No. 13 
Core Values: Compassion, Enthusiasm, Cooperation, 

Determination, Respect 
Message from the Co-Headteachers… 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a week! School has been sprinkled with Christmas cheer this week with our school visit to 

The Kenton panto and our Christmas performances by Reception and KS1.School has been 

sprinkled with Christmas cheer this week with our school visit to The Kenton panto and our 

Christmas performances by Reception and KS1.  

Organising the Pantomime trip for the entire school has been a feat of organisation but we were so 

proud of how wonderfully the children behaved and we are so glad they enjoyed themselves. 

Thank you to the parent volunteers who supported us at the theatre – we are very grateful. 

We have been so impressed by the enthusiasm, bravery, and creativity of our young performers 

this week – well done everyone! We would like to say a huge thank you to our staff for all of their 

hard work, enthusiasm and energy levels in putting these performances together for us to enjoy! 

We would like to thank our parent community for supporting the children in learning their lines, 

mastering their song lyrics and dances and for providing costumes. 

Our new School Council has now been elected and we are very excited to start our first big project 

in the new year. The incoming and outgoing School Councils will work collaboratively to design our 

new playground Trim Trails which we hope to install in the summer holidays. There are several 

other high-profile projects to be tackled in the coming year too.  

Our new School Council has now been elected and we are very excited to start our first big project 

in the new year. The incoming and outgoing School Councils will work collaboratively to design our 

new playground Trim Trails which we hope to install in the summer holidays. There are several 

other high-profile projects to be tackled in the coming year too. 

A huge thank you to the outgoing school council who assisted with designing the new website, 

took on the role of Rights Respecting Ambassadors, took part in our school safeguarding audit as 

pupil representatives, instigated a friendship bench for the playground and debated ways that we 

can improve problem parking and road safety around the school. 

School Council 2025-2026: 
Swallows – Platon 
Skylarks – Emma 
Robins – Alice 
Red Kites – Olivia 
Alder – George 
Ash – Winnie 

Beech – Annabelle 
Birch – Shaurya 
Hazel – Jasper 
Holly – Aryaansh 
Sycamore – River 
Spruce – Indigo 
 

School Council 2025-2026: 
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Swallows – Platon 

Skylarks – Emma 

Robins – Alice 

Red Kites – Olivia 

Alder – George 

Ash – Winnie 

Beech – Annabelle 

Birch – Shaurya 

Hazel – Jasper 

Holly – Aryaansh 

Sycamore – River 

Spruce – Indigo 

  

 

 

 

 

Parking: 

Please note, a Parking Attendant issued 2 tickets earlier this week and plans to return regularly to 

ensure the safety of our school at the start and end of the day – please remember to drive and 

park safely and considerately.  

Please also remember the area at the top of Victoria Road is for turning only – please do not 

park here! There was a near miss here last week due to cars being parked in the area and a 

parent having to reverse in a very tight space. 

 

 

Attendance: 

Be an attendance hero!  

Please also remember the area at the top of Victoria Road is for turning 

only – please do not park here! There was a near miss here last week 

due to cars being parked in the area and a parent having to reverse in a 

very tight space. 

Attendance: 
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Be an 

attendance 

hero! 

To be an attendance hero, you need to arrive at school everyday, be on 

time and ready to learn! 

The gates will be locked at 8.50am and anyone arriving at school after this 

time will need to sign in, late, at the school office.  

The gates will be locked at 8.50am and anyone arriving at school after this 

time will need to sign in, late, at the school office. 

Please remember, every second a child is not in school is a moment of lost learning! 

 

 

We wish you all a lovely weekend! 

Mrs Grover & Mrs Jones-King       

Co-Headteachers 

 

THE FINAL WEEK OF TERM 

Monday 

Year 3/ 4 Carols in the Hall at 2.45pm. Parents are welcome to join- please come in through the 

playground as usual.  

Tuesday 

Year 5/ 6 Carols in the Hall at 2.45pm. Parents are welcome to join- please come in through the 

playground as usual.  

Wednesday 

Year 6 Greek Day  

Pupil Christmas Lunch- If your child would like a Christmas lunch, please book on ParentPay in 

the usual way. 

Thursday 

Pupil Christmas Parties- these will happen in class in the afternoon. Pupils may wear Christmas 

Jumpers (or other own clothes- please do not buy a jumper especially for this!) Pupils do 

not need to wear any normal uniform to school on this day. 

Friday 

There may be a festive surprise for all children during the day… 

 

 



 
 

SUCCESSFUL LEARNERS – CONFIDENT INDIVIDUALS – RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS 

 
 

Hemdean Road, Reading RG4 7RA 

Tel:  0118 937 5454   Email: admin@cavershamprimary.reading.sch.uk 

Hemdean Road, Reading RG4 7RA 

Tel:  0118 937 5454   Email: admin@cavershamprimary.reading.sch.uk 

 

Pupils are also invited to 

bring in a game from home if 

they would like to (no precious, expensive or electronic games please!) 

School finishes as normal at 3.10pm for Years R-6. 

Please note that after school club will be running on this day, for children who usually attend on a 

Friday. If your child normally attends on Fridays but you are not going to send them next Friday do 

please let the school office know.  

 

Caversham Primary is a Rights Respecting School 

RIGHT OF THE WEEK: Article 4 You have the right to have your needs protected by the 

government 

 

SAFEGUARDING 

What is the issue? 

You may be aware of national concerns around the “Tap out” TikTok challenge. We have been 

asked to share the below information by the Berkshire West Safeguarding Children Partnership. 

**We would like to remind all parents that in the UK, the minimum age for TikTok is 13** 

What is the “Tap out” out challenge? 

This trend often involves a group of teens where one child places another child in a chokehold 

(forearm is placed around the other child’s neck and throat), the child performing the chokehold 

would then apply pressure/squeeze the neck until the child in the chokehold taps them out on their 

arm in which at this point the chokehold should be released. This can also involve another child 

“tapping in” to join the chain.  Whilst there can be no physical signs of injury following this trend it 

is important to be aware that this type of strangulation can lead to serious health implications in 

the future, including fatalities. 

The challenge is presented in a way that downplays the risks, showing participants laughing or 

walking away unscathed. What they don't show are the serious risks—like brain damage or even 

death—that can result from asphyxiation. 

 

 

 

Children and young people are not aware of how easily these actions can cause serious harm. 

Trends such as this can change names quickly so, please be alert, talk to children and young 

people about it and report anything you see. 

Signs and injuries to look out for include; 
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• Head injuries (as 

can fall when losing 

consciousness) 

• Possible loss of memory - feeling confused or disoriented after being alone 

• Marks or bruises on the neck 

 

 

• Blood shot eyes (conjunctival haemorrhage). 

• Scratches or small red spots (petechiae) to neck/eyelids/cheeks and behind ears. 

• Raspy or hoarse voice 

• Severe headache 

  

Other names given/similar challenges 

Fainting game, Hangman, Elevator, and Blackout 

Information on a similar trend  “TikTok blackout challenging can be found here The TikTok 

Blackout Challenge: How to Protect Children  which includes What Parents Need to Know. 

How Safe is TikTok for Children? 

 

COMING UP . . .  

15/12/2025    Year 3 & 4 Carols in the Hall @ 2.45pm- parents welcome! 

16/12/2025    Year 5 & 6 Carols in the Hall @ 2.45pm- parents welcome! 

17/12/2025    Pupil Christmas Lunch 

17/12/2025    Y6 Greek Day with History Off the Page  

18/12/2025 Christmas parties- during school day  

19/12/2025    Term 2 ends 

22/12/2025- 06/01/2026  SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

05/01/2025    INSET DAY- SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bitdefender.com/en-gb/blog/hotforsecurity/the-tiktok-blackout-challenge-how-to-protect-children
https://www.bitdefender.com/en-gb/blog/hotforsecurity/the-tiktok-blackout-challenge-how-to-protect-children
https://www.bitdefender.com/en-us/blog/hotforsecurity/parents-need-know-tiktok
https://www.bitdefender.com/en-us/blog/hotforsecurity/parents-need-know-tiktok
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CPSA NEWS  

 We are still busy 

counting the 

coins from the Christmas fair and will let you 

know the money raised next week! 

Don’t forget, if you haven’t got your Christmas 

tree yet, that you can get 10% off at Richfield 

garden centre (next to Rivermead leisure centre) 

when you show the flyer below and mention the 

school. 

 

Joanna Hendrikx (CPSA Chair) 

 

 

 

 

GOOD NEWS TO SHARE 

Alexander R (Y6) received his Junior Parkrun yellow wristband on Sunday at 
a rain-soaked Moors Valley Country Park in the New Forest, having completed 
21 parkruns—the equivalent of a marathon. 

Well done Alexander- great running! 
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YEAR GROUP UPDATES 

Reception: Doves and Ducks 

 Wow, what an incredible week we've had this week.  The children 

must be exhausted from all the excitement!  We started off the week 

with our second play performance to Key Stage 2 children.  Then 

on Tuesday and Wednesday we went to see how the 

professionals do it on stage in Henley.  The Panto was so much fun and so very, 

very wet!  The children loved booing the naughty Captain Hook and being squirted with water by 

cheeky Peter Pan and Nanny Nelly.  I think it must have inspired them to greatness, because we 

think you'll agree, they did such a fantastic job in their own play performances on Thursday and 

Friday.  Their singing was loud, their dances were adorable and they had so much fun.  We are so 

proud of them for learning their songs, their lines and their dances - phew, what a lot to 

remember!  We hope you enjoyed watching them as much as we enjoyed working with them. 

In amongst all this fun and excitement, the children have still been learning and this week has 

been particularly tricky.  In phonics we have been learning how to tackle longer, 2 syllable 

words.  It is a challenge for them but using their existing knowledge of all sorts of brilliant 

vocabulary, they have been able to decode lots of long words.  Next week we will be consolidating 

our knowledge.  Teachers will be reviewing the children's progress and we will be practising our 

letter formation. 

In maths we have begun to start finding out about the composition of 5 using the song '5 Little 

Speckled Frogs.'  The children have once again shown off their amazing maths knowledge and 

we’re sure that by the end of the year, their number bonds are going to be solidly embedded which 

will really help them going forward into Year 1. 

Our focus book for next week will be the poem, 'T'was the Night Before Christmas' which is an 

enchanting poem about the arrival of Father Christmas down the chimney.  It is a gorgeous book 

to do with Reception children because it has heaps of rich and magical vocabulary which really 

evokes the wonder of Christmas.  We know that they will absolutely love it!  

 

Year 1: Skylarks and Swallows 

What an exciting and busy week we have had at 

school. The children have loved performing the 

Christmas production 'Santa's on Strike'. Their 

singing, dancing and acting have been amazing and 

they have loved having an audience to entertain. We 
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all enjoyed our trip to The 

Kenton Theatre in Henley to 

see 'Peter Pan' where there 

was lots of shouting, booing and hissing! 

Despite all the excitement we have also been continuing with lessons to finish off the topics 

covered this term. In English we finished planning our own versions of 'Orion and the Dark' and  

 

 

 

 

then started to write and illustrate our stories in a book. When we have all finished, we will spend 

some time reading each other’s books which will be great fun! In maths we continued our topic on 

2D and 3D shapes. We have been naming these shapes as well as sorting and describing them. 

We had fun with feely bags trying to guess the shape! We made 'messy maps' in geography. This 

involved using everyday objects such as cubes, pencils, rubber and paper to make a map of the 

classroom. We have done a lot of work on 'bird’s eye' view this term which helped us choose the 

correct shape and position of the objects. Our phonic lessons this week have been consolidation 

of all sounds and high frequency words covered this half term. 

 

Year 2: Red Kites and Robins 

Wow, what a festive week for Year 2 it has been! 

In English, as mentioned last week, we used our knowledge of 

expanded noun phrases, conjunctions and commas in lists 

(along with our detailed knowledge of The Tin Forest) to 

innovate our own versions of the story. There were some really interesting ideas and 

some incredible pieces of writing! We ended the week 

with a word sorting activity in which we had to decide whether a 

selection of given words were nouns, adjectives or verbs. Of 

course, we recapped how to recognise each and we also discussed 

how some words can be more than one thing! For example, take 

the word dance. If we say “I love to dance!” then dance is a verb but 

if we say “What a beautiful dance that was!” then it’s a noun! It can 

be tricky! 

In Maths we continued to consolidate some of this term’s learning with some Christmas-themed 

symmetry work – we had to carefully decorate some festive pictures making sure that they were 

the same on both sides on a vertical line of symmetry! 
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Finally, after 

weeks of 

practising, 

tweaking and preparing, Robins and Red Kites (ably assisted by Swallows and 

Skylarks) performed Santa’s on Strike to three excited parent audiences. The 

children did themselves proud with their acting, dancing, singing and all-round 

enthusiasm. All of the staff were immensely thrilled with how well everyone did! 

Thank you to everyone that attended to support us – we hope you enjoyed the 

show! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3: Alder and Ash 

This week in English, we have been writing our own stories 

inspired by The Bear and the Piano by David Litchfield. We 

made sure to include a range of important writing features such 

as expanded noun phrases, subordinating conjunctions, and 

fronted adverbials. 

In Maths, we have been recapping column addition and subtraction, as well as 

completing two end-of-term assessments. It has been a challenging week of hard work, so well 

done to everyone! 

 

 

In Art, we created abstract flower drawings and then upscaled our designs onto A3 paper using oil 

pastels. The results were vibrant and full of creativity. 

We have also been lucky enough to enjoy several performances this week, including the 

Reception, Year 1, and Year 2 Christmas plays, as well as a trip to the pantomime on Tuesday. 

We loved watching siblings perform and are now looking forward to our Christmas Carols on 

Monday. 
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Year 4: Beech and Birch 

  This week in 

year 4, we 

have been writing our own stories based on the work we have done 

this term on How To Train Your Dragon.  In maths, we have been 

multiplying and dividing numbers by 10 and 100 and also looked at 

how bar modelling can help us solve word problems.  In DT we put 

cladding on our pavilions and in geography we made a leaflet about the River 

Thames.  In computing, we made our own games by using the knowledge we learnt 

this term.  In outdoor PE we played hockey matches and in PSHE we talked about 

bullying.   

Birch class    

Year 5:  Hazel and Holly 

  

In Maths, we did our end of unit assessments this week on fractions. We played a 

fun pirate maths game too. 

In RE we have been discussing how people stand up for their beliefs and how it 

can inspire other people too. We looked at figures like Malala 

Yousafzai, Ghandi, Greta Thunberg, Ani Pachen. 

In Art we continued making collages about an issue important 

to us. We then thought about them as installation pieces and what we could 

add to them to stimulate the senses. 

 

 

In computing we assessed a partner’s soundtrack and our own. We used some footage of a 

spaceship zooming in to space and had to create a soundtrack to tell us what type of film we were 

about to watch. 

In English we have been writing persuasive emails and reading the Wizards of Once. 

In outdoor PE we played basketball and played matches. 

In Geography we planned what we would ask people on our trip to Caversham next week. 

In French we are learning to tell the time. 

We watched both the reception and year 1 and 2 plays and they were brilliant! We also watched 

the panto which was great fun. Three of our class got sweets! 

From Amy and Hannah 
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Year 6:  Spruce and 

Sycamore 

English: In English this week, we have been planning a non-

chronological report. This term’s book in English is ‘The Arrival’ 

and we have been designing and writing about a mysterious 

creature from the book. The report includes an introduction, 

three detail paragraphs and a conclusion, all full of fictional facts. 

DT: We have been finishing off our teddy bear waistcoats in DT. Next week we are going to have 

a teddy bear catwalk, where we will show our designs and sewing skills. It has been such a 

creative topic and we have all enjoyed it so much. 

History: Greek gods and goddesses has been this week’s theme. We played a game of Top 

Trumps in which we designed our own cards and battled against another person. It was very fun. 

By Amelie 

PE Indoor: This week, we moved on to disco dancing. We were in groups of four and danced to 

‘September’ which is also one of our O2 songs so everyone was singing along. 

Panto: This year’s pantomime was Peter Pan. We took the coach there at 9.25 and had lots of fun 

laughing at all of the jokes and screaming ‘Boooo’ at Captain Hook for an hour. Then it was time 

for our snacks and another hour of fun. Soon after it had finished, we headed back to school for 

our lunch. I am very sad that this is our last panto with the school. 

Maths this week has all been about scale drawings and scale factors. It is a new topic, not a recap 

and it is very fun. 

I am excited for the O2 and this week in music we have been practicing the songs. My favourite is 

the Pop Medley. 

By Esme 
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**Please note that Caversham Primary School is not endorsing any services, providers, schools, local clubs or 

organisations who promote activities or tickets through our newsletter. If you have any specific questions, please 

contact the provider directly 
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