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Newsletter 
21st November 2025- Issue No. 10 

Core Values: Compassion, Enthusiasm, Cooperation, Determination, Respect 
 

Message from the Co-Headteachers… 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We have reached the end of another busy week at Caversham Primary School. It has certainly 

been a chilly one (it’s even forced some members of staff to finally say goodbye to shorts….) but 

lovely to see the pupils and staff enjoying some blue skies during playtimes and lunchtimes. As 

you can imagine, there was much excitement across the school as the children arrived on 

Wednesday morning during the snow! As ever, whatever the weather, school has been a hive of 

energy and enthusiasm.  

The highlight of this week was undoubtedly the Junior Music 

Festival at The Hexagon on Tuesday evening. We took 50 of 

our Year 5 pupils to take part in this incredible night of music. 

The pupils, and school staff, spent the afternoon busily 

rehearsing. They then performed on stage, alongside 

Berkshire Music Trust musicians and hundreds of pupils from 

other schools. We were so proud of all of the children who 

took part. They have worked so hard over the last weeks and 

months to learn the songs. The behaviour of the pupils was 

excellent and they were a real credit to Caversham Primary School. We would like to thank them 

for showing our school values so brilliantly. Events such as these are such wonderful opportunities 

for our pupils. The children worked alongside talented musicians, learned so many new musical 

skills and experienced the joy of performing.  Singing as part of a group has so many benefits- it 

enhances cognitive development, improves language skills, boosts emotional wellbeing, develops 

fine motor skills, enhances memory and concentration, builds self- discipline and patience, 

stimulates creativity, promotes physical health and prepares children for the future! Isn’t it amazing 

that all of that was happening when we were being treated to a wonderful evening of song! Well 

done to everybody involved and thank you to school staff who work so hard to ensure that our 

pupils have these opportunities. 

This week we have also held our termly Full Governing Board meeting where our Governors meet 

with us to discuss all aspects of the strategic leadership of the school. These are incredibly useful 

meetings that help to shape the school priorities as well providing challenge and support.  

Next week we are looking forward to being able to open the classrooms and invite parents in to 

see some of the wonderful learning that the children have been doing this term. We hope that you 

enjoy sharing your child’s work with them.  

We would like to wish you all a lovely weekend. See you on Monday morning! 

Mrs Grover & Mrs Jones-King       

Co-Headteachers 
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Caversham Primary is a Rights Respecting School. 

RIGHT OF THE WEEK: Article 19 You have the right to be protected from being hurt and 

mistreated, in body or mind. 

 

SAFEGUARDING 

Road Safety Week  

This week is Road Safety Week (12-22 November), the 

biggest annual road safety campaign, run by Brake. 

We regularly send out reminders to our school community about the importance of driving and 

parking safely on the roads around the school. However, we are still receiving a significant number 

of reports from both parents and members of the public about dangerous driving. We would like to 

urge all parents to drive safely, with care and consideration in order to keep our children safe. 

Whilst we do our best to encourage people to drive safely near the school and we regularly speak 

to drivers, the school is not able to enforce this and we would also recommend that people report 

any concerns of dangerous driving to the police. 

Many thanks for your support in keeping everybody in our school community safe. 

 

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY 

This week we spoke to some of the children in Year 3 about why they thought it was important to 

arrive at school on time every day… 

“It means that you can have a chat with your friends, maybe play a 

game and get ready to go into school together.” 

“You can talk to your friends before you start the day.” 

“School is really important because there’s lots to learn.” 

“You get to be with your friends and see what learning you’re going to do that day.” 

Thank you to Daniel, Millie, Mia and Yamen in Alder class for sharing their ideas on why it is 

important to be on time for school every day!  

 

OPEN CLASSROOMS 

You are warmly invited to come into school for our Open Classrooms sessions next week. There is 

no need to book- please just come along on the day that suits you. These will take place on 

Tuesday and Thursday from 3.15pm until 3.45pm. This is a lovely opportunity for your child to 

share some of the learning that they have been doing with you. The children’s books will be 

available for you to look at with them. In line with our safeguarding policy, please remember 

that mobile phones must not be used for any reason on the school site.   

https://www.brake.org.uk/road-safety-week
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COMING UP . . .  

25/11/2025    Open Classrooms event 3.15pm- 3.45pm 

27/11/2025    Open Classrooms event 3.15pm- 3.45pm 

05/12/2025    Coffee morning and pre- loved uniform sale 

08/12/2025    KS1 (Y1 & Y2) Christmas performance to parents @ 1.30pm 

09/12/2025    Whole School trip to Kenton Theatre  

10/12/2025    Whole School trip to Kenton Theatre   

11/12/2025 EYFS (Reception) Christmas performance to parents @ 

10.45am 

11/12/2025    KS1 (Y1 & Y2) Christmas performance to parents @ 1.30pm  

12/12/2025 EYFS (Reception) Christmas performance to parents @ 

10.45am 

12/12/2025    KS1 (Y1 & Y2) Christmas performance to parents @ 1.30pm  

15/12/2025    Year 3 & 4 Carols in the Hall @ 2.45pm- parents welcome! 

16/12/2025    Year 5 & 6 Carols in the Hall @ 2.45pm- parents welcome! 

17/12/2025    Pupil Christmas Lunch 

17/12/2025    Y6 Greek Day with History Off the Page (more info to follow) 

18/12/2025 Christmas parties- during school day  

19/12/2025    Term 2 ends 

22/12/2025- 06/01/2026  SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

05/01/2025    INSET DAY- SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS 

 

GOOD NEWS TO SHARE . . . 

 If you would like to share any of your child’s achievements, please do let us know. 

 

Shanaya (Y6 Spruce)  had a Bharatanatyam stage performance on 8th Nov 2025 in 
Reading University. She absolutely loved it. She also passed her Stage 4 gymnastics 
badge- well done!  
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CPSA NEWS  

Our Christmas fair is a week tomorrow!!  

As of Monday we will be collecting all donations and selling raffle tickets so please see below for 
more information and don’t forget to buy your entry ticket to save time on arrival.  

Let’s make this our best fair yet and raise over £7500 so we can replace the playground adventure 
trails and wooden train. Can you help with any match funding from your company? Get in touch for 
more info.  

**Christmas Raffle** 

Our raffle prizes are now finalised and it’s looking like our best raffle yet! A huge thanks to Emma 
and Claire who have put this together and to Charlotte for the posters. Please buy your raffle 
tickets at drop off and pick ups the week of the 24th November and at the fair itself at the 
refreshments stand. The raffle will be drawn 4.30pm at the fair in the hall. £5 a strip. Good luck!  

We have a bumper selection of amazing prizes from local business and we thank them all for their 
kind donations. Our first prize is a £250 John Lewis voucher from Bridges Estate Agents, second 
prize is a 3 course Lunch for 2 people with glass of Champagne at London Street Brasserie, along 
with festive food hampers kindly donated by the Reception classes, and a large selection of gifts, 
meals out, treatments and days out to win amongst others.  

**Donations week commencing 24th November** 

All week at morning drop offs (near the gates or under the canopies if raining) along with selling 
raffle tickets, we will be collecting donations for the various Christmas fair rooms and we would be 
very grateful for all of the following:  

• Tombola Rooms -bottles, chocolates, sweets and biscuits (all no nuts) 

• Toys, Games & Book Room - all good quality toys, games, books, costumes for ages 4 and 
above only (no pre-school thank you)  

• Adopt a Teddy - cuddlies of all shapes and sizes!  

Please note that as reception parents contribute to the hampers we don’t expect you to also 
contribute to the tombolas. Arrangements for hamper donations have been sent separately to 
reception parents by the CPSA reps.  

Thank you in advance for your donations. If you are unable to leave them at drop offs then please 
take them to the office at your convenience.  

On the day of the fair we also kindly request baked and shop bought treats (nut free) for our 
refreshments stand. Thank you  

Don’t forget to buy your entrance tickets to the fair here. Please note the grotto is now sold out.  

We look forward to seeing you all there. Joanna Hendrikx CPSA Chair 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/cpsa/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=107760
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SCHOOL ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS 2027/2028 

Reading Borough Council is currently consulting on its proposed school admission arrangements 

for the 2027/2028 academic year. The consultation is now live and we are seeking views from all 

relevant stakeholders. 

You can read the full documents below and give your feedback on the proposed amendments 

here 

https://reading.govocal.com/en-GB/projects/school-admission-co-ordinated-scheme-policy-2027-

2028-consultation 

To ensure families have the opportunity to review the proposals and provide feedback, the 

consultation will remain open until 30 November 2025, and all responses are welcomed. 

If you have any questions please email schooladmissions@reading.gov.uk 

 

SECONDARY TRANSITION DATES 

Highdown School has asked us to share these key transition dates with parents: 

Thursday 25th June 2026 – Transition Day, for Year 6 students who have a place or are likely 

to be offered a place. 

Wednesday 1st July 2026 – Welcome Evening, for Year 6 students and their parents who have 

a place or are likely to be offered a place. 

Wednesday 8th July 2026 – Year 5 Day, for all Year 5 students in the Reading area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://reading.govocal.com/en-GB/projects/school-admission-co-ordinated-scheme-policy-2027-2028-consultation
https://reading.govocal.com/en-GB/projects/school-admission-co-ordinated-scheme-policy-2027-2028-consultation
mailto:schooladmissions@reading.gov.uk
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YEAR GROUP UPDATES 

Reception: Doves and Ducks 

This week we have been learning all about right and wrong.  It was 

wrong for the giant to want to catch and eat Jack but it was also 

wrong for Jack to steal the giant's golden hen.  Goldilocks should 

not have broken into the 3 bears' house and stolen their porridge 

or broken Little Bear's chair.  The children were indignant about the ‘naughtiness’ of 

these wayward children (but still think that the giant is a big bad baddie!!).  Next week we are 

using the story of The Elves and the Shoemaker to think about gratitude: when we should show 

gratitude, what we have to be grateful for and how we can show gratitude.  It is a core belief for us 

at Caversham Primary School that all children are polite and well-mannered and that they 

understand that asking and receiving should be accompanied by a 'please' and 'thank you.'  It 

brightens our day no end when children think to thank us for doing something kind and shows that 

they are beginning to understand that their actions and words have an effect on others. 

In phonics this week we have learned /h/ and /b/ and the sight word 'I.'  Next week we will learn /f/, 

/ff/ and /l/ and the sight word 'go.'  It is very important that for their confidence and reading fluency, 

the children learn their sight words off by heart.  The sight words for this term are:  

I, the, no, go, to, into 

This week in maths we have been matching quantities and numerals and using the vocabulary 

'equal' and 'the same.'  Next week, we will be revisiting our subitising, and we will specifically be 

using positional language to describe dot patterns. 

Please remember to send in your child's reading book every day.  If we don't get the reading 

books back into school then we won't have enough books to swap so it is crucial that we always 

have them back on Tuesdays.  We also read with your children at different points of the week so if 

you can keep the books in bookbags then they will always be to hand. 

 

Year 1: Skylarks and Swallows 

Another busy week in Swallows and Skylarks this 

week.  In English, we started our new book Orion and 

the Dark by Emma Yarlett.  A lovely story about a little 

boy called Orion who is afraid of lots of things but 

especially the dark until one day, Dark visits him and 

takes him on an adventure to all the dark places Orion was afraid of.  Orion 

begins to realise that the dark is not quite so scary after all. We began the week with a grammar 

lesson in which we practised extending our sentences using the conjunction 'because'.  This 

helped us with our prediction lesson on Tuesday when we talked about the front cover and 

justified what we thought the book would be about based on the front cover and first page.  We 

then looked at all the things Orion is afraid of, from angry grannies to haircuts, and what he has 

done to try and overcome his fears. We then drew some pictures of the sorts of things we are  
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afraid of and wrote some sentences adding adjectives to the nouns and using the conjunction 

'and'.   

In Maths we carried on our unit on addition and subtraction within 10.  We found a missing part 

using cubes and a numberline.  We then began subtracting or taking away by crossing off the 

objects on the page.  We used subtraction stories - First there were 8 birds in the tree, then 5 flew 

away, now there are 3 birds in the tree- to help us.    

In Science we named and described other materials like water as well as objects that are made 

from glass, rock and brick.  We looked at how objects are made from the different materials.    

In Geography we located the school on an aerial photograph and by looking on Google Earth.  We 

thought about how maps are made from an aerial or birds eye view and then drew our shoe and a 

water bottle from a birds eye view.   

We have also squeezed in some song rehearsals for the play "Santa's on Strike!".  The children 

are working really hard to perfect their dancing and singing skills.  On that note, Skylarks need 

children sized aprons so if you have any at home at all, please send them in.  A reminder also 

please about our PE lessons - hair must be tied back and earrings removed or taped up.   

Our phonics this week were /y+oo/ sound spelt 'ew' as in news and the long /oo/ sound spelt 'ew' 

as in screw and the high frequency words ‘looked’ and ‘called’. 

 

Year 2: Red Kites and Robins 

It has been another very busy week in Year 2; our play rehearsals 

are in full swing as we race towards our Christmas performances of 

‘Santa’s on Strike! Tickets for the performances were sent home last 

Friday, so please check your child’s book bag and contact the school 

office if you have not received these. 

During English, we have been thinking carefully about the language we use to ask 

questions and have thought of the questions we might like to ask the old man in our story text, 

‘The Tin Forest’. In addition, we have been orally rehearsing and writing a set of instructions about 

how to plant a seed. 

This week we have started a new topic in Maths and have been learning about the features and 

properties of 2D and 3D shapes. The children are becoming more familiar with the mathematical 

vocabulary: vertices, sides, faces, edges and lines of symmetry, as well as using the different 

shape names. 

In Design and Technology this term the children are exploring the concept of 

design criteria, product and product user. They have been investigating the 

strength and stability of different materials and how strength and stability can 

be improved by changing the shape of a structure and its thickness. Next 

week, Robins and Red Kites will be putting all they have learned into practice 

when they design and make a chair for a bear!  
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Year 3: Alder and Ash 

This week in year 3 we have started working on our three and 

four times tables. In English, we have written a diary entry and 

developed our understanding of expanded noun phrases. In 

Geography we have been comparing a current and historical 

map of Caversham in preparation for our walk. In Art, we used 

pastels to take rubbings of different surfaces so that we can use 

them to make our artwork next week. In science, we have been creating and measuring shadows 

and we continue to develop our dance and basketball skills in PE. 

 

Year 4: Beech and Birch 

This week in Year 4 at Caversham Primary has been full of 

energy, creativity and problem-solving! In maths, we 

wrapped up our first multiplication and division unit, 

practising almost all the times-table facts, multiplying three 

numbers, tackling multi-step problems and developing our 

reasoning skills. In English, we continued our journey 

through How to Train Your Dragon, and today the children proudly published 

persuasive letters urging Hiccup’s dad and the village elders to rethink their decision to banish the 

boys. Science has been particularly hands-on as we experimented with electrical circuits and 

worked through lots of trial-and-error challenges. In geography, we explored the stages of a river’s 

journey and researched some of the longest rivers in both the UK and the world. Meanwhile, in 

PSHE, we celebrated differences and discussed practical anti-bullying strategies to help keep our 

school a safe and supportive place. Overall, it’s been a fantastic week of learning and teamwork. 

From Alfie, Beech.  

 

Year 5:  Hazel and Holly 

This week, we've focused on improper fractions and mixed 

numbers in maths. In English, we have been reading The 

Wizards of Once and have been creating expanded noun 

phrases with prepositions. During geography, we have 

identified the Alps in an atlas and thought about its climate 

and biome. In French we've continued with the theme of 

school and learnt how to say different subjects. In PSHE, we learnt about 

bullying and how to stop it. In RE, we found out about Guru Hargobind and how 

he helped 52 men to leave prison by sewing 52 tassels on his robe! In indoor PE. we practised 

different rolls and in computing we created soundtracks based on different genres.  On Tuesday, 

many of us went to the Hexagon and took part in the Junior Music Festival - we had soooo much 

fun singing beautiful songs! 

 Tom, Charlie & Aryaansh - Holly Class 
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Year 6:  Spruce and Sycamore 

Maths: Maths this week has been a fun one for us Year Sixes. 

We have been learning how to multiply fractions by fractions, 

divide fractions by integers and divide fractions by fractions. 

Additionally, we all had a go at this year’s Primary Maths 

Challenge. This challenge comprises of 25 questions and you 

had 45 minutes to complete it. 

Science: In science, we have been creating our own animals and have been making up their 

adaptations and what they have adapted to. First we drew a picture of our made-up animal, then 

we labelled it describing if it had wings and if it was a predator or prey. 

Outdoor PE: During Outdoor PE, we have been using a variety of different attacking skills to lose a 

defender in netball. This means to get rid of them by using different techniques. 

English: During English, we have been writing and planning diary entries and letters from the book 

The Arrival. This book has no writing so we had to be inspired by the lovely illustrations that the 

author Shaun Tan drew for us. 

History: This week, we have been learning about Alexander the Great and debating if he really is 

that ‘great’. We got a worksheet that explained that we had to write what it was like from other 

people’s point of view in that time period. 

Indoor PE: When in Indoor PE, we have been doing beats to the count of 4 and turning them into a 

sequence in a group of 4-6. Every week, we work on making them better by adding more or trying 

to synchronise more. 

DT: In DT we have been told to bring in our teddies to craft an amazing waistcoat for them! At the 

end of the term, we will be holding a cute fashion catwalk and letting our plushies try on their new 

clothes! 

By Advita and Beatrix 
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**Please note that Caversham Primary School is not endorsing any services, 

providers, schools, local clubs or organisations who promote activities or tickets 

through our newsletter. If you have any specific questions, please contact the 

provider directly 
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