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Why is reading so important?

Department
for Education

English programmes
of study: key stages
1 and 2

National curriculum in England

The National Curriculum

"A h| h- CiLlClll‘l' educa’rlon in En ﬁ'lSh will
teach S o sp eak and wr'l’re uenT SO
that th ey can co munlca’re ’r eir ideas and
emotions to o’r ers and r'ough their
reading and |s’ren|n% others can
commumca’re with them.

Through reading in particular, pupils have a
chance to devélop cul’rur'ally emotionally,
intellectually, socua and 5p|r|’rua|ly
Ll’rera’rur'e especnaﬁl plays a key role in
such development eadm also enables
pupils both ’ro ac uure know e ge and to build
on what they already know."




Creating a love of reading in children is one of the most powerful
ways of impacting on achievement across the curriculum. Reading
‘opens the door’ to learning and is the key to success!

There can be few better ways to improve pupils chances in school,
or beyond in the wider world, than to enable them to become
enthusiastic, independent readers.

Reading is all about acquiring meaning; for
enjoyment, information and understanding.




Early Learning Goals- EYFS
expectation

Word Reading

Children at the expected level of development will: - Say a sound for each
letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs; - Read words consistent with
their phonic knowledge by sound-blending; - Read aloud simple sentences and
books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some
common exception words.

Comprehension

Children at the expected level of development will: - Demonstrate
understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and
narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary; -
Anticipate - where appropriate - key events in stories; - Use and understand
recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction,
rhymes and poems and during role-play.




The National Curriculum- Year 1
expectation

Word Reading

Pupils working at the age related expectation will be able to :-

apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words

respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for all
40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for graphemes

read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have been taught
read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling and sound and
where these occur in the word

read words containing taught GPCs and -s, -es, -ing, -ed, -er and -est endings

read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs

read words with contractions [for example, I'm, I'll, we'll], and understand that the
apostrophe represents the omitted letter(s)

read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic knowledge and
that do not require them to use other strategies to work out words

re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading.




The National Curriculum- Year 1
expectation

Comprehension

Pupils working at the age related expectation will:-

develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by:

listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which
they can read independently

being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences

becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and
considering their particular characteristics

recognising and joining in with predictable phrases

learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart

discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known

understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to by:
drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher
checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading

discussing the significance of the title and events

making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done

predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far

participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others say
explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them.




The National Curriculum- Year 2
expectation

Word Reading

Pupils working at the age related expectation will be able to:-

continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words until automatic
decoding has become embedded and reading is fluent

read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the graphemes taught so
far, especially recognising alternative sounds for graphemes

read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain the same graphemes as above
read words containing common suffixes

read further common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling
and sound and where these occur in the word

read most words quickly and accurately, without overt sounding and blending, when they
have been frequently encountered

read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding out
unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and without undue hesitation

re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading.




The National Curriculum- Year 2
expectation

Comprehension

Pupils working at the age related expectation will be able to:-

develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by:

listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-
fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently

discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related

becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales [l being
introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways

recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry

#discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking hew meanings to known vocabulary

discussing their favourite words and phrases

continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these and reciting some, with appropriate
intonation to make the meaning clear

understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that they listen to by:
drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher

checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading

making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done

answering and asking questions

predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far

participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are read to them and those that they can read for
themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say

explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both those that they listen to and those
that they read for themselves.




How and when is reading taught?

* Daily systematic, synthetic phonics lessons
 Shared reading

* English lessons

» Whole class reading
 Independent reading

* Focused reading activities

* Reading across the curriculum
* Library times

* Class novels and story time




What is phonics?

Phonics is the most effective way of teaching children how
to read and write. It helps children hear, identify and use
different sounds that distinguish one word from another in
the English language.

Written language can be compared to a code, so knowing
the sounds of individual letters and how those letters
sound when they're combined will help children decode
words as they read.

Understanding phonics will also help children know which
letters to use when they are writing words.



The Teaching of phonics

At Caversham Primary School, we use a fully accredited systematic
synthetic phonics programme called ‘Rocket Phonics’ produced by Rising
Stars. The programme is underpinned by thorough pedagogy, is carefully
structured, and focuses on the specific knowledge and skills needed by
children to be successful. Pupils are carefully taught the relationship
between sounds and the written spelling patterns, or graphemes, which
represent them. The programme progresses at a steady pace and
progression so that all children can keep up. Language-rich, teaching
storybooks present new letter-sound correspondences within the context
of interactive, illustrated stories to engage and enthuse pupils. All pupils
have opportunities for daily practice and application of learning.



| Rocket Phonics reading books.

Day 1: Blending focus

Revisit and review — Use flashcards to revisit and review previously taught sounds.
Teach - Use the IWB Big Book to teach the new letter-sound correspondence.
Practise and apply — Children practise decoding using the Big Book decodable
word lozenges, then using the first Pupil Practice Booklet lesson page.

Apply - Use Target Practice reading books for shared, guided and/or

individual reading.

Further application and consolidation — Children read independently using

\ 4

Day 2: Segmenting focus

Revisit and review — Use air writing fo revisit and review previously taught sounds.
Teach - Use your flipchart or whiteboard to model and teach letter formation
and segmenting.

Practise and apply - Children practise segmenting and letter formation using
mini whiteboards, then using the second Pupil Practice Booklet lesson page.
Apply - Children transfer skills to English and wider curriculum lessons.




fsgis?fg}jz;?RO'—“e-t Key phonics skills and vocabulary

phoneme- the smallest unit of sound in a word
grapheme- a letter or group of letters representing one sound (phoneme).

digraph- two letters which together represent one sound, e.g. ai, ea, mb. There are different types
of digraph - vowel (oa as in boat), consonant (mb as in comb) and split (a-e as in cake).

trigraph- three letters which tfogether represent one sound, e.q. igh, eer.

quadgraph- four letters which together represent one sound, e.g. eigh, ough.

sight word- a high frequency word with an unusual letter-sound correspondence, e.g. one, their,
because. The children are taught to read these words by sight.

blending- The process of using phonics for reading. Children identify and blend the phonemes in
order to hear and say (discern) a whole word. (Also known as decoding or synthesising.)
segmenting- The process of using phonics for spelling and writing. Children listen to the whole
word and break it down into phonemes, choosing the corresponding grapheme to represent each
phoneme. For example, 'lunch’ can be segmented as |-u-n-ch. (Also known as encoding.)
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6 “""\@‘ ¢S Decodable books

The national curriculum says that pupils should be taught
to: .. "read aloud accurately books that are consistent with
their developing phonic knowledge and that do not require
them to use other strategies to work out words."

This is why we have invested in books that have been carefully
structured in cumulative steps for children learning to read,

so that they can decode every word as their knowledge of the
alphabetic code increases.




6 go“‘e"f,s Reading decodable books at home

Before reading

Introduce the book by looking at the cover and title. (What do
you think the story is about? What can you see in the picture?)
Revise key phonics knowledge. (Use the sound mat, flashcards or
sounds at the front of the reading book).

Revise any common exception words (sight words) that will appear
in the book.

Remind the children of reading strategies such as pointing
underneath the graphemes in the word and sounding out slowly to
decode the whole word.




Reading decodable books at home

During reading

Encourage children to use their phonics to read the decodable words.
This should be their key strategy for reading.

If a child can't read a sight word, tell them the word and move on. Do
not allow pupils to try and 'sound out’ sight words.

Offer opportunities to pause and re-read words and sentences for
fluency (You may need to do this for some readers). Make it sound like
talking!

Offer plenty of praise throughout!

After a few pages, ask one or two questions to check that the children
understand what they have read or recap for them if necessary. (Be
careful not to keep stopping to ask questions, so that the children are
able to read without interruption. This is important for their fluency.)
If pupils lose focus or ‘go of f at a tangent’ respond by gently bringing
them back to the text (e.g. That's interesting, let's use our phonics to
read on and see what happens next...)



et Reading decodable books at home

After reading

Revisit/ discuss any words that the children
found tricky to decode and reinforce any new
vocabulary.

Talk about the book and ask questions to help the
children engage with the text and its themes
more deeply. This is also a good opportunity to
relate the story to their own experiences and
encourage a love of reading!




How do we teach comprehension?

We explicitly teach comprehension skills
at Caversham Primary School.
Comprehension skills are taught and
rehearsed in whole class reading lessons,
1:1 reading sessions and as part of our
English curriculum.

We teach the 6 areas of reading
comprehension using tareted, planned
questions. The VIPERS acronym helps to
explain these skills.

Reading Vipers

Vocabulary
Infer
Predict
Explain
Retrieve
Sequence




KS1 Year 1 & 2

VIPERS title

Content domain description

Vocabul ary draw on knowledge of vocabulary to understand texts
Infer' make inferences from the text
Predict predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read so

far

Explain

identify / explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts, such
as characters, events, titles and information

Retrieve

identify / explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts, such
as characters, events, titles and information

Sequence

identify and explain the sequence of events in texts




Vocabulary

Match the word to the
meaning

What adjective has been used to
describe the shoe maker?

Circle the words that
describe the dinosaur.

What does the word rich
mean?




Inference

How do you think the f

shoemaker felt when he woke
up to find new shoes?

Thinking about what we know f‘,ﬂ@{
about Elmer's character, how

do yﬁu Think.he :\V.i” r'espc;nd What do you think happened to
fo the snow in This story. the Mars cat after the story?

What sort of things do you

think he will get up to? Why might the fire have started in

a bakery?




Predict

Predict what the story is going to be
about.

What do you think will happen
next?

Listen to the blurb. What do you think the
story is about?




Explain

ThiSs Lt s
This week we have enjoyed | =~ .~ *
r?adipg The Three Little ”%’f# '+ |Would you like to live in
Pigs' in class. '
What did you like most about this setting?
the book?

Was there anything that you didn't like about
the book?

Who was your favourite character?
Why?




Retrieve

Who were the pigs afraid of?

Why did Mummy pig tell
the children they needed to

build houses of their own? What information would be found on
1 They were too noisy page 46?

] They were too big
] They made too much
mess

How did the rainbow become

colourful again?




Can you sequence the
pictures?

Sequence

What happens
hext?

What happened

first?

What happened at the
beginning, middle and end of
the story?




Children who read regularly
become better readers!

Why should you read with your child?

1,800,000 words

......

90" percentile

282,000 words

S0 percentile

8,000 words

10" percentile

This child reads for 20 minutes a

day.

This child reads for 5 minutes a
day.

This child reads for 1 minute a
day.




How to help develop a love of
reading at home!

* Make reading visible - make books a part of home and
let your child ‘catch you' reading.

* Share books every day
» Talk about books.

* Sit and listen so that reading is a special time
together.

* Respect choices.




How to help with reading at home.

In the early stages of reading, children will have fully decodable reading books. This means
that they will always be able to use phonics to read new words (with the exception of 'sight
words')

* Revise the key sounds at the beginning of the reading book.

 Read the sight words at the beginning of the book together. (Remember- do not try and
sound these outl)

* Look through the book together to familiarise with context, characters and any new
vocabulary.

If your child is stuck on a word...

« Use phonics first. What sound does the word begin with?

Say the sounds in the word. Blend them together.

If your child is stuck on a sight word...

« Tell them the word.

Read to the end of the sentence. What would make sense?
What is the text about - what might fit here?

Does it sound right?

Look at the picture. Does it help?




How to help with reading at home.

Book Talk is a really important way to develop reading skills.
Do you like this book; why?

Who is your favourite character?

Tell me about a character in the book.

Which words tell you what the character is like?
How would you feel?

What do you think will happen next?

What would you do?

What have you learned about ...... in your book?
Does this book remind you of any others?

What can you tell me about...?




Thank you for all of your support with reading.

== "The more hat you read,
» § ‘The More thivgs you will know.
" Themorethatyou leary, |
e the More places you'll op.
~Dr.Seuss




