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A Message from the Headteacher 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This is the last newsletter for this term and year!! I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

all of the people who make up the very special Caversham Primary School community.  

We say Thank You, Good Bye and Good Luck to Mrs. Herdman who has been at Caversham Primary 

School for all of her teaching career spanning 20 years. In that time, she has changed from Miss 

Elliott to Mrs Herdman and had two children of her own- she will be fondly remembered by many 

children as their infant teacher and a champion of Outdoor Learning and the Eco Council. We 

hope that she enjoys her new teaching role at The Ridgeway School in Whitley.  
Dear All, 

 

As many of you will have heard I have finally decided to leave Caversham Primary School after 21 years!! It hasn’t been 

an easy decision to make but I am leaving with so many happy memories and close friends.  I have been so lucky to have 

met such lovely families and children and it truly has been a privilege to work here for such a long time. Thank you for all 

your support over the years and for providing me with chocolate cake and biscuits throughout!! I shall definitely keep in 

touch and am sure I have will have many ‘tales’ to share about my new school . 

 

Have a fantastic Christmas and thank you again for all your kind words, cards, gifts, hugs and tissues!! 

 

Love Sarah Herdman X 

 

Also after 13 years at Caversham Primary School, Miss Watt has made the difficult decision to 

take a break from teaching for personal reasons. She will be missed enormously by pupils, parents 

and staff.  

 

And finally, we bid Thank You and Good Bye to Miss Rogers who has been with us in Year 3 since 

September- we wish her Good Luck in new ventures in January! 

 

Thank you to everyone who came to our Christmas Funday and a very special word of thanks to 

Simone Hookey and Hester Kan for such amazing coordinating skills, to those who donated prizes, 

helped before and on the day or who cleared up afterwards and to those who decorated our 

school. An incredible £6000+ was raised for school funds. The Charity and School Councils were 

delighted with so many Red, Green, Gold and Silver donations and raised over £150. Particular 

thanks go to Bridges for their generous donations and contributions and all those companies who 

donated raffle prizes. Thank you all for your support. CPSA fundraising has enabled the school 

to replace all of the interactive boards with Smartboards, invest in more laptops and Ipads, fund 

History of the page learning days and upgrade the infant toilets. Next years’ projects include the 



Year 1 outdoor area and the Y6 privilege area- projects that would not be possible without parent 

financial support.  

A date for your dairies: CPSA AGM 22 January 2020 at 7pm- all very welcome! 

Thank you to all those who have helped in school this term and in the busy weeks running up to 

Christmas- it really has been a great team effort!  

Thank you to all the school staff for another great year- you really are the best team I have 

worked with and the loveliest people too. The school, the pupils and I are very lucky to have you! 

Your resilience, creativity, dedication and commitment to the job are second to none. You all 

deserve a long rest this holiday before we do it all again in 2020! 

 

I should like to thank the pupils who have worked diligently, showing enthusiasm, cooperation, 

respect, determination and compassion in all areas of school life- lessons, homework, 

performances, visits and sport events making me proud to be the Headteacher of this school. 

We are very lucky to have such a supportive set of parents- I never fail to be overwhelmed by 

your commitment and encouragement.  

And finally, I would like to thank the Governors who work quietly together to advise, monitor, 

challenge and support the school to ensure the best is provided for each child at the school.  

Term finishes at 3pm (Reception) and 3.10pm for all other year groups on Friday 20th 

December 2019 and the children return on Tuesday 7th January 2020. School re-opens for 

staff on Monday 6th January for a staff training day. 

 

In the event of snow, please always check our website www.cavershamprimary.org as this is 

where any information will be posted. 

All that remains for me is to wish you all a very ‘Merry Christmas’ and a happy and healthy New 

Year 2020! 

 

Best wishes,  

              
Headteacher          

 
INFANT PRODUCTIONS 

It has been lovely to see so many friends and family in school in the last couple of 

weeks. Well done to the Reception and KS1 pupils for their wonderful ‘Christmas 

with the Aliens’ and ‘The Stars come out for Christmas’ performances and to the 

staff for their guidance, support and creativity! Thank you for the generous 

contributions which amounted to £517-30 for school funds.  

 

http://www.cavershamprimary.org/


 
HIGHDOWN CHRISTMAS CONCERT FOR JUNIORS 

What an amazing night! The children all sang and performed beautifully 

and should be very proud of themselves. Thank you for coming to support 

the event. 

Particular thanks to the KS2 School Council Reps for writing the script 

and being comperes for the evening.  

Thank you for your generous contributions for school funds and The 

Charlie Ilsley Fund which amounted to £343-15. Charlie Ilsley is a Year 8 

pupil at Highdown who is undergoing treatment for Cancer in Germany and 

the pupils wanted to show him their support.  

Stand Up for Cancer: Charlie’s page 

 

KS2 RESULTS 2019 

The school performance tables have been published and we are delighted with our Key 

Stage 2 results 2019. Please see https://www.gov.uk/school-performance-tables to see 

Caversham Primary and other schools’ results. 
MUSIC NEWS 

Well done to Phillipos T in 2Robins who has passed his piano exam with a Distinction! 

SPORTING ACHIEVEMENT 

On Saturday (7th), it was the last race of the 

winter series of the South Oxfordshire Primary 

Schools Cross country competition. Isaac R (2 

Red Kites) came 3rd in the Y2 boys’ race and 

Liam V (4Birch) and Austin V (3Ash) came 2nd in 

their respective year group races, taking home 

silver medals. Liam and Austin were also awarded 

medals for overall performance over the series, 

with Austin winning fastest Year 3 boy of the 

series and Liam winning 2nd fastest Year 4 boy. 

Excellent achievements to all runners! 

 
 

     

 

 

    

 

     

 

     

https://www.gov.uk/school-performance-tables


Year 6 Girls’  Netball 

Both netball teams that have been playing in the Reading Schools League this term have 

had a successful end to their season. The B team qualified for the Plate Final and the A 

team qualified for the Cup Final. Unfortunately, the B team didn’t get to play, as the 

other team couldn’t make it. However, this meant Caversham Primary were the winners 

of the Plate! The A team won their semi-final and final, making them the overall 

winners! An amazing achievement! Well done to all the girls who took part. 

 

Year 6 Boys Football Tournament 

The year 6 boys took part in the Reading Schools League on the astro-turf at JMA. 

Taking part in 2 games, the boys narrowly lost in the first and then came from behind 

to draw in the second. Everyone who took part showed a great attitude, skill and energy. 

Well done.  

Year 4 Sportshall Athletics 

At the beginning of December, the Year 4 athletics team took part in the Reading 

Schools Sportshall Athletics tournament at John Madejski Academy. It was a fun 

afternoon of running, throwing and jumping events and the Year 4s showed great 

determination and thoroughly enjoyed themselves. They came 3rd overall! Well done to 

all those who took part. 

 

A Sporting Visitor 

Yesterday we welcomed a special visitor to our Key Stage 2 assembly: Maria Tsaptsinos, 

a professional table tennis player and a former pupil of Caversham Primary School.  She 

shared her experiences with the children, from learning to play table tennis at a 

Caversham Primary Club, to winning a bronze medal at the 2018 Commonwealth Games. 

The children were inspired and enjoyed hearing about her adventures.  
 

CLOAKROOMS 

Please encourage your child to leave expensive or sentimental items at 

home. We make every effort to keep pupils out of cloakrooms at break and 

lunchtimes but we cannot be responsible when these items appear to be 

taken. Please help us to keep our cloakrooms manageable by sending your 

child in with an appropriate sized bag for school. Thank you for your help in 

this matter.   

     

WHOLE SCHOOL PROJECT PREPARATION OVER THE HOLIDAYS 

Over the Christmas break, the children will be asked to consider the Big 

Question: 

WHO IS YOUR HERO? 

Over the holidays, collect pictures, draw pictures, make some film clips, get 

equipment together…. Then on Tuesday 7th January 2020, it will be project 

day in school where they make their creation to answer the Big Question. 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=CByA0HK9&id=0D00D8247D52A1BB0AF66F98BB0621AF8D933C03&thid=OIP.CByA0HK9ZPDYqqx-CDpPvwAAAA&mediaurl=http://lowres.jantoo.com/training-education-coat_hooks-new_schools-kindergarten-cloakroom-coathook-30431908_low.jpg&exph=428&expw=400&q=cloackrooms+cartoon&simid=608010377979691678&selectedIndex=2


This homework takes pride of place in the school entrance hall so 

please help us by overseeing that the quality of any work being brought 

in is high. Thank you! 
WHOLE SCHOOL DAY OUT 

Bracknell Ice Rink Snow White – This was a fabulous treat for pupils (and staff!).  Music, 

singing and dancing were greatly enjoyed by all.  The pupils were impeccably behaved and the 

experience was a huge success. 
 

LOCAL AUTHORITY NEWS 

Reading Borough Council Sport and Leisure have plenty of Christmas Fun activities going 

on in the holidays. Please check www.readingleisure.co.uk for all the details. 
 

The following schools are consulting on their admissions arrangements. Please see their 

websites for more information:  

 St Mary & All Saints CofE Primary  

 The Heights Primary  

 Reach2Schools: Civitas Academy, The Palmer Academy, Ranikhet Academy  

 Green Park Village Academy 
MULTIPLICATION CERTIFICATES 

Well done to Zayn M 3Ash who gained his Multiplication to 12x12 

Certificates. 
  

And finally some reminders… 

 Please check your child’s hair for headlice over the holidays so that we can 

try to eliminate them for next term! 

 If your child is unable to attend school, please call the school office by 

9am to let us know. If your child has sickness or an upset stomach, please 

keep them at home for the full 48 hours to help to prevent the spread of 

bugs. Thank you for your help in this matter. 

 

 

Caversham Primary School, Hemdean Road, Reading. RG4 7RA  Tel: 0118 937 5454 

 

 

Core Values 
Compassion,      Enthusiasm,      Cooperation,      Determination,      Respect 

 

http://www.readingleisure.co.uk/

